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SUNDAY  OgCUPATIONS. 


Whsn  the  Spirit  of  Grod  has  repealed  to  aae  af  kit  ehil* 

dren  that  he  is  no  longer  subject  to  ordinances'**— *  when, 
for  iitfrtance,  he  finda  himself,  imdmr  Ike  iij^  mad  hbei^  of 
Christianity,  as  completely  freed  from  the  yoke  of  the 
Sabbath  as  fiom  thai  oi  those  other  Jewish  ehsotwsaees 
which  Paul  cites  f  in  connection  with  it,  the  meats  and 
diinks,  the  holy  days  and  the  new  moonsf^he  is  atuo  ioss 
what  to  do  with  im  newly^found  freedom ;  he  feels  no  need 
of  going  to  theologians  to  ask  how  that  time  shall  be  spent 
which  he  has  Mtherto  waitod  in  ^oidinanees  of  div»e 
service  and  a  worldly  sanctuary ; "  J  a  light  never  before 
seen,  and  never  mote  to  be  forgotten,  ilhiwinea  his  aoid, 
making  clear  to  it  the  great  truth,  that  the  only  worship 
which  God  requires  is  a  life  of  4ilatty  obediwB«e  to  the  iawasd 
law ;  a  constant,  grateful  recognition  of  His  paternal  love 
and  caie  in  the  daily  events  of  our  lives;  {urompt  and 
cheerful  performance  of  the  duties,  small  and  great,  wlndi 
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spring  from  our  own  mental,  physical  md  spiritual  organi- 
zfttkm  on  the  odo  hand,  and  from  our  relation  to  our  fellow- 
men  on  the  other;  and  a  constant  striving  after  a  more 
perfect  development  of  the  best  parts  of  human  nature  in 
ourselves  and  others.  He  sees  that  the  performance  or 
nouoperforoianee  of  these  duties,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
heart  which  either  rejoices  in  them  or  murmurs  „ against 
them,  must  inevitably,  day  by  day,  and  hour  by  hoar,  testify 
of  tkemsehes  to  the  All-Seeing,  who  therefore  needs  not, 
and  who  has  not  required,  the  formal  daily  or  weekly  reca- 
pitulation of  them.  The  thanksgivings  of  such  a  convert, 
offered  to  an  ever-present  Father  at  the  moment  when-  his 
heart  overflows  with  joy,  love  or  gratitude ;  his  petitions, 
whispered  to  an  ever-present  Father  at  the  moment  when 
he  the  mmA  of  birip,  need  Hot  a  specially  consecrated 
day,  house  or  priest,  to  secure  them  audience  and  accept- 
ance. These  must  aeoessarily  be  an  unpediment  to  the 
communion  between  the  child  and  his  ever-present,  ever- 
loving  Parent  ;  and  he  who  recogltizes  sucb  a  parent  in  Us 
Creator,  needs  no  aid  in  his  worship  from  external  ordinan- 
ces, and  no  peculiar  instruction  as  to  the  duties  of  Sunday, 
as  if  they  diflSired  from  those  c^lifonday  or  Wednesday. 

But  the  majority  of  our  community  are  not  thus  enUght- 
ened.  ^  deeply  have  they  dbunk  of  tibte  sphrit  of  their 
theological  teachers,  that  it  seems  impossible  for  them  to 
osBBeot  the  idea  of  Sunday  with  the  idea  &£  freedom.  "  The 
Kberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made  us  free,"  the  "  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God,"  are,  to  th^,  pfanses  of 
very  lunited  meaning.  Grown-up  men  and  women,  all 
over  the  iand,  are  shackled  with  a  school-boy  feeling  of  the 
necessity  of  having  leave,  before  they  can  do  on  Sunday 
tfaiagB  which  it  is  perfectly  right  to  do  on  other  days  ;  and 
fihrn-  any  one  has  ^e  luurdihood  to  propose  dispensing  with 


Ae  ceremonies  to  which  that  day  is  usually  devoted,  they 
ask,  with  an  earnestness  that  wouUl  he  laughable  were  itaoi 
the  index  of  a  sail  booibge  «e  supeBi6tioB«  tfj^/no-  49;||0| 

go  to  meeting  on  Sundays,  what  shall  wq  do  ?  " 

to  make  the  answer  unde»rtood  by  the  querists,  because 

tbejr  4fi  aet  «Mow  thiwuinliwin  inoimm  of  iiiotigiit  m,iib» 

subject. 

Fjove  M  theioiigbly  en  ym  wiUto  ii  Hind9»»  liiitlti»a 

foolish  act  to  throw  himself  beneath  the  wheels  of  the  car 
of  Jugg6roaut»  or  U>  sepeat  the  wogda  n  am,  j  m%"  A 

hundred  thousand  times,  as  an  act  of  devotion,  and  you  make 
no  impression  upon  him.  Why  ?  Because  he  neKe^  doubts 
what  his  priests  haire  aas^rted  re&pee^ng  the  propriety  of 
these  acts  ;  he  does  not  for  a  moment  questi<m  whether  they 
are  right ;  his  heAwi  m  thmm  is  a  matter  of  fiudi,  indepeiii  < 
ent  of  reason,  and  he  will  not,  for  a  moment,  allow  his 
reMdir  to  «k  in  judgment  upoii^Mn;^  <    Oi -      .  :  .t 

It  is  stated  in  Morell's  Philosophy  of  Religion,  that  an 

F«ngtoihHw«i:m  jthe  Emt  kad.  kem  ugsmg  iwdi<. »  1^ 

hammedan  upon  the  evidences  of  Christianity,  and  ap» 

pox^ailJilf  milik  MtMm :  M  M  lei(ftb«  tbe  Mskmofmn 

dan,  after  listening  for  some  time,  ex^aimed— I  tell  you 
wjbai  itia»  A^ah,  yoMi.£maks  are  very  cipher  peo$4e ; 
hks  given  you  the  povwr  to  make  riiips,  and  houses,  and 
ponknivea,  and  do  a  great  many  wondeiiul.  things;  buuk  M 
has  granted- to  «»  what  he  has  dsmed  te  ymmlStie  Imtsmliri 
edge  of  the  true  religion." 

it  IB  sad  to  see  tmmm  HindQO  or  aMnwitinMi  thmdehMar 
himself  by  voluntary  relinquishment  of  one  of  the  moM 
preckyos  at^btttes  faumaiiity ;  but  many  New  FngtiiA 
people,  shrewdend  intelligent  enough  about  other  matters, 
kMreifinm  19  mM%  powwiiMiiif  iPfiiwii^iia  immABsiHk^ 
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gy  IS  coficerned.  Such  peiBoiMi  have  repeatedly  toM  me 
that,  even  if  my  ideas  of  the  Sabbath  were  correct^  they 
would  not  wish  to  believe  them.  To  such  persons  it  is  of 
litde  use  to  speak.  But  there  are  always  some  in  a  transi- 
tion state,  who  are  just  beginning  to  discover  that  the  true 
relig^  mitff  be  in  accordance  willi  reason,  yet  who  are 
so  far  under  the  dominion  of  the  ideas  implanted  in  their 
eariier  years,  by  catechetical  and  clerical  instruction,  that 
they  do  not  clearly  distinguish  the  boundary  between  reason 
and  uofeasoQi  To  Mh  it  may  be  mftil  to  suggest  seine 
modes  in  which  the  Sunday  may  be  redeemed  from  its 
present  unprofitable  observances,  and  made  subsenrient  to 
tl^  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  community. 

We  shall  be  best  prepared  to  consider  the  right  uses  of 
ibb  day  by  a  ^^eex  understanding  of  what  would  be  a  wrong 
use  of  i Js, 

•     ■  •      .    -i..' '  :  ;         ■  ■* '     ' '  , f  ■  , ;     ■  -VH-  /:  r 

It  is  wrokg  to  do  on  Sunday  any  thing  that  would 

SB  WEONG  Oli  4J»Y  OXBSE  »AY  OF  TM»  WigJ&M^ 

By  this  rule,  which  allows  a  man's  conscience  to  decide 
whether  a  given  action  Is  right  or  wrong,  md^>endently  of 
bis  ataaanac,  we  may  easily  come  at  a  correct  decision  in 
ahiKiBt  every  case-  But  one  custom,  prevalrat  €m  Sundays 
ki  bur  cOTamunity,  and  even  cotnmonly  enjoined  as  a  duty, 
seems  to  me  to  exercise  an  influence  so  injurious  as  to 
require  a  special  npai^^ng  and  protest  I  refer  to  die  sup- 
port, by  pecuniaiy  contribution  and  personal  attendance  on 
their  meetings,  of  the  CathoUc  and  Protestant  clergy,  whose 
misrepresentations  of  religion  and  morals  are  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  penucious  agencies  now  exsating  in  oixr  coia^« 
nity. 

Many  Cathohcs  think  the  Protestant  clergy  deserving  of 
ddii  ameaiit  ^*<;^^      and  muiy  I^testants  think  the 
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same,  not  only  of  Catholic  priests,  but  of  the  ministers  of 
Protestant  sects  holding  different  tenets  from  their  own  ;  yet 
these  very  persons  are  quite  lamble  to  imdeniftnd  how  ao 
good  men  as  the  ministers  of  their  denomination  can  be 
obnoxious  to  such  a  chai^.  So,  no  douU,  many  a&mm 
and  well-disposed  Catholics,  in  the  days  of  Luther,  were 
quite  unable  to  see  the  harm  going  to  mass  and  omSstsh 
sion.  To  such  persons,  I  would  state  the  ifoilowing  imagi- 
nary case  for  their  decision. 

Suppose  a  eomimunity,  whose  Sundajni  are  spent  as  fol- 
lows. One-tenth  part  of  them  pass  that  day  sometimes  in 
idleness,  and  sometimes  in  drinking,  gaml^ing,  and  home- 
racing  ;  four-tenths  of  them  spefhd  it  in  such  recreations 
and  «mploym«Qts  as  promote  health  of  body  and  cheerliii<« 
ness  of  mind ;  and  the  remaining  half,  comprising  most  of 
the  serious  and  devout  persons  in  the  ocmmimkyi  apeftA^it 
in  what  they  are  taught  to  think  a  duty,  namely,  attendance 
on  their  clergy :  Uiese  irolude  in  thek  t^igkiagt  on  moiaii- 
ty  cer^in  vicious  things,  as  ^t  God  allows  men  scitteuilies 
to  kill,  sometimes  to  steaj,  and  sometiwejs  to  swear ;  and 
include  their  stat^anent  of  ihe  absolute  duties  of  religion, 
certain  useless  things,  as  that  he  cppimands  them  to  hold 
^>  light  hand  cm  the  head  &re  muratea  every  tnovning,  and 
on  the  breast  five  minutes  every  night,  and  once  in  their 
lives  to  held  botii  hands  in  wal^  five  mittirte^ 
name.  I  say  that,  whatever  degree  of  reprehension  is  due 
to  the  vicious  conduct  of  the  first  of  these  elasses^  tibe 
welfare  of  morals  and  religion  is  in  far  greater  danger  from 
the  &lse  ideas  diffused  among  the  last ;  a»d  the  step  fiist 
4^lil^!lioSt  urgently  needed  for  the  improvement  of  that 
commumty,  is  to  expose  the  erroneous  cbaiactef  ef  die 
teaching  above  described,  and  to  direct  those  who  have  been 
misled  by  it^tp  better  sources  of  instruction.     .  .     -  ^ 
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I)o^3  it  need  ^ny  orgunftaot  to  absw  4^1  (he  poaioDiiig  of 
a  spriog,  from  which  the  whole  community  draw  their 
water,  is  ^  more  m'lpm  Goimc^  thm  th&  6«ft9ac9  of  « 
gnogo^p,  wto9  poisopi  is  given  only  to  those  who  mk 

I  .»^tm,  mkmdmfr&t  to  ahow,  that  the  influence  of 
a  majority  of  the  clergy  of  the  United  States  is  fairly  rep- 
mmi^  hy  l^  ^uppotitioii  laacb  abeve;  that  is,  that  they 
justify  the  perpetration  of  things  as  vicious,  and  demand  the 
peiiojanAOfi;^  oi.  iim^  m  msAsm  m  my  I  kesve  suppoAed ; 
the  amount  of  superstition,  error,  and  apotegy  for  popular 
sin,  mingled  yiiih  0^.  teulhs  they  4eaA^,iiod  ^  I^Mt-«faBt 
this  teaching  mainly  takes  effect  upon  the  most  earnest 
seek@¥s  for  religious  t£vUli»  zender  U^^o  alwo^ 
t»  say  tiial  their-infiuence  upon  their  hearers  is  corrupting 
imd  pernlciQua. 

nreienoe  in  wiuch  th©  clergy  are  held,  and  their 
success  in  monopolizing  the  ofl^oe.  of  mediation  between 
mm  mA>  QoAv-  mwlt  froai  ike  general  reeei^n,  by  the 
community,  of  these  three  assumptions,  which  are  strongly 
mmto^mt  tb^ugb     »»  mms  prmd,  in  dieiv  proaehing : 

1st.  That  God  has  appoinled  a  weekly  Sabbath,  namely, 

qally  religious  employments, 

2d.  ,Tl)i^  ttas  appcttpted  an  eid»  of  c^eii^  luithoiita- 
tively  to  teach  religion  and  morality,  and  conduct  public 
worship.  , 

3d.  That  the  most  important  part  of  the  duty  of  Sunday 
is  to  attend  tbe  preaching  and  join  in  the  pr^^  of  .tb^. 
clergymen,  hma  which  f(^Iows,  as  a  necessary  conse- 

quenee,  ti^  dttty  of  mMfig  peeuoiary  proviaiQa  fiar  .their 
snppcNEt 

It  may  be  gaid  that  tbi^  attendaoaftftadtbis^upportj^ie  yoi- 
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untarily  given  by  the  people.  But  we  shall  be  able  to  judge 
of  Hms  ftum  satisfiiettMfily  when  the  neglect  of  them  ceases 
to  be  denounced  from  the  pulpit  as  a  sin,  expowng  its  p«P- 
pettaiar  to  &e  «natb  of  God. 

The  Sunday  services  of  the  clergy  eoBsist  of  two  parts, 
Praaehiiig'ABd  Worship,  respecting  each  of  which  I  have  a 

few  words  to  say.  '       -  •  - 

We  «U  need  more  light  and  more  goodness  than  we  have. 
We  all  Meed  to  know  tnitfis,  and  to  have  the  old  truths, 
especially  those  of  reUgion  and  morality,  urged  in  an  im- 
pressive nwamer  upon  cur  attention.  Preaching,  therefore, 
will  continue  to  be  needed,  while  men  remain  imperfect 
beings  ;  but  ite  value  wiU  depend  upon  its  trulii.  My  posi- 
tion is,  that  the  mtermixture  of  error  in  the  preaching  of  our 
dergy  ie  eo  gwwt  as  to  reader  it  really  a  corrupting  agency. 

The  pulpit  is  the  great  bulwaA  of  Slavekt,  w^h  is  the 
ek^  of  one  human  being  to  possess,  as  absolute  owner, 
the  body  and  mind  of  another  human  bwng;  to  buy  him, 
sell  Wm,expend  his  powers  in  incessant  and  unrequited  labor, 
separate  him  fwm  his  wife  and  <^dren,  or,  leaving  them  to- 
gether, systematically  violate  all  his  rights  as  a  husband  and 
a  father,  limit  at  pleasure  the  food  and  clothing  of^ljus  body, 
the  means  of  cultivation  of  his  mind,  and  the  means  of  devel- 
opment of  his  soul ;  mangle  his  body  with  stripes,  kill  him 
the  spot  if  he  resists,  and  hunt  him  with  bloodhounds  and 
liaes  if  he  escapes.   Tb».clB«gy  ^  the  South  defend  the 
system  which  includes  all  these  enormities,  as  right  and 
Christian,  and  the  clergy  of  the  North  apologize  for  it  as  a 
necessary  or  venial  evil,*  and  fraternize  with  slaveholding 
churches  as  Christian  churches. 


•8m  Biaifiy's  "Bulwark  of  American  Slavery"  -Wayland's 
«Iimitati^  mmm.  B^^emmUO^^  "  ^  Wayland  and  FuUer's 


The  pulpit  is  the  gwrt  bulwaA  of  W*,,  which  is  the 
Bgte  etaimed  by  those  of  our  fallible  fellow^^T  wL^^^ 
pen  to  be  cMrf  i„  ^  •d«i^t«..io„  of  humtr^^tt^ 
to  req^re  the  men  of  the  nation  they  gorem  to  wZl' 
quiet  occupations,  take  «/2..v  •  "T**  ™*" 

d.diu>™.^i  I  *e»peiw  of  deftth  m  their  hands, 

d^4^y  le«„  the  most  effectual  wode  of  hu«»„,ta™*, 

nwer  saw  before,  who  never  tbm^  ^  ^  yZl 

ft^uld  «v«,  ha,e  the  slightest  ilLwi,;,  but  fjt^ 
»— d    Yes,  War  which,  duwg  its  ««ti™ance,  is 

SL'"^  the  prt  of  the  soldier ;  which 

e«Wde«  God,  duty  and  humanity  ,s  subordin«e  to  th, 

z::':!''^'''  t^'<--'«-^. 

taw«  Wd^de^oys,  as  far  as  the  disposition  of  its  proflig.,, 
nwtniments  is  aided  by  their  oower— W..  • 
vcar  fOi^,.  J  .  ^  ,  power—  W!*E,  which  m  one 
J^wefiects  deWnKto,  «h|  demoralization  which  a  cent«ry 
of  peace  cannot  remedy,  and  th«  which  aothing 
more  „rec««^i^  oppo-te  to  the  Christian  rulef  fi^  ^ 
wpport  a  the  advocacy  of  the  cto^, 


i^i.'^.°"Sr:-t'Tr'  "B-^-hoo,.  of  Sieves" _ 
»u^ovr«    Clnm*  as  it  Is   _  and  Weld's    SiaTOrr     it  JIl" 

™;*r       I!^  damnation ;  and  the  same  person  has 

since -wzittm  a  letter  io  ^ A  D*;*;.,!.  1}  i^^^^un  uas 

,  *n*ish  Banner,  in  which  he  complains 
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HffW  »  it  diat  the  hminem  oi  luuiMa  slaughter  is  re- 

iipected,  honored,  and  chosen  as  the  means  of  sabsisteflde 
£w  li^  ?  ^ow  is  it  that  cbuich  members  enter  the  army 
and  navy,  and  send  tlieir  sdnH  iflla  ^mmii  Ahp  tUs  purpMCf  f 
How  is  it  that  the  greatest  butchers  of  their  race  are  most 
kenorad  and  applanded^?  Molr  is  it  that  if  James  K.  iVift 
commands  Zachary  Taylor  to  kill  any  number  of  men, 
SMW  ^hav  property,  aad  ham  thaiv  hoasos  o»  sluips^  ha  aoay 
do  it,  not  with  impunity  only,  but  with  honor  ?  The  answer 
«a  ail  ^Mse  ia  &a^  aanie^  ^  Tba  ciragy^  ivliose  duty  it  la  ta 

rebuke  sin,  do  not  condemn  war;  they  even  justify  it? 
aofsiD  ift^aa  *  duty  whan  Iba  j^w&gata  luler  of  their  naliiMi 
commands;  and,  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  iniquity, 
yXaan^  out  with  the  murderous  host,^  bless  the  bloody  stand- 
and  pray  to  €Nid  Lbve,  as  if  he  wiire  a  IfeM  or 
a  Moloch,  that  His  children  may  successfidly  sktughter  theilr 

Clergymen  thus  ally  themselves  to  the  army,  the  navy, 
aad  ^M^niliiaxy  schools^  iliid  o#  codlda  defend  the  ^lafatf^ 

ter  and  mode  of  operation  of  those  murderous  instrumen- 
talities, without  losing  one  iota  of  their  cl^rioai  standing 
and  respectability,  or  of  their  reputation  for  piety.  Clergy- 
men not  thim  ccMQiieeted^  preaeh  by  invitation  be£ofe  militaiy 
bodies,*  assure  them  that  God  and  Christianity  attow  the 
use  of  wei^^ms  of  death  against  their  lellow-xnen,r  and 
wAmsk  them  to  keep  their  arms  bright  and  use  them  unspar- 
ingly,, in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  their  leader.  Glei^ 
gymen  t^oh  ftat  ite^  baaisii^^  Fkifaar  of  aoankind  hm  In 

riA     II       -  -   -  -,  ■ 

*  See  the  sermons  preached  anBually,  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years  past,  befbre  thd  (so  called)  *  Ancient  aAd  Honorable  Artille- 
ry/ by  the  most  distinguished  clergymen  of  all  sects  in  and  around 
Bostoni: 


mm 


former  agse  expressly  commanded,  and  that  he  still  approv- 
ingly permits  ^  olxUdfen  to  <  eacb  olbsff$  wad  to  tibek 
assertion  of  this  monstrous  impiety  is  it  mainly  owing  that 
the  Pre^dent  md  GovenKMH  oi  this  guilty  natioa  have  found 
volunteers  in  abundance  to  serve  in  their  expecBtions  of 
idMt»exy  and  murder,  and  that  women,  women^  have  equipped 
:diem  for  this  service  with  bovrie  knives  and  Bihles  I 

The  pulpit  is  the  bulwark  of  that  cold-blooded  species  of 
murder  which  we  isoitly  call  Capital  SHmisfament  The 
clergy,  pretending  to  be  the  ministers  of  that  Jesus  who 
came  not  to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save  HieBAt  and 
preaching,  in  His  name,  that,  though  all  are  sinners,  God  is 
willing  ' toi show  mercy  to^all,  yet  teach  tlie  oommttnity  that 
it  is  their  duty  to  select  certain  classes  of  sinners,  axtd^ 
deliherately  kill  them  in  pubhe,  without  mercy,  unmoved  by 
Ate  si^pfications  for  pardon  of  some,  and  the  evident 
repentance  and  reformation  of  others.  Politicians  often 
declare  this  sort  of  homicide  to  be  justified  by  expedieBcy 
and  public  safety,  but  the  clergy  teach  it  as  a  religious  duty, 
and  threaten  thd  nations  who  aheUii^  it  with  tiie^wialh  of 

jm  offended  God. 

A  iittanger  among  vm,  who  shiHild  hear  the  pity  expressed 

by  our  clergy  for  the  victims,  and  their  indignation  against 
the  supporters,  1^  human  sacxifice  in  India  and  New  Zea- 
land, would  naturally  suppose  that  they  were  equally  opposed 
to  the  practice  here,  and  that  their  labor  was  expended  upon 
foreign  lands,  only  because  their  utmost  efforts  had  proved 
insufficient  to  abolish  the  detestable  practice  in  their  own. 
What,  then,  would  be  his  astonishment  to  see  a  clergyman 
regularly  attending  every  one  of  our  own  human  sacrifices, 
sanctioning  the  proceeding  by  his  presence,  solemnly 
.pfaying  Uiat  the  murder  about  to  be  committed  may 
have  a  beneficial  efiect  upon  the  people,  and  adding  iiisuit 
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to  injury,  by  assuring  the  trembling  victim  that  he  hopes 
Qod  will  show  him  more  mercy  than  he  and  his  associates 
are  about  to  do.  What  would  be  the  increased  astonishment 
of  such  a  stranger,  on  finding  that  the  clergy  are  among 
the  strongest  defenders  of  this  practice ;  that  they  preach 
and  publish  sermons  in  favor  of  it,  and  seriously  teach  that 
it  is  9,  seligioua  duty;  and  bow  would  he  be  thoroughly 
amazed  and  confounded  to  learn  that  when  some  benevolent 
inen«.not  belonging  to  the  clerical  order,  had  commenced  an 
organized  opposition  to  this  bloody  practice,  their  chief 
opposers  WQr^  the  clergy ;  and  that  in  a  public  argument 
which  took  place  in  Bost(Mi,  before  a  Legislative  CJommittee,* 
upon  the  subject,  two  clergymen  (Amos  A.  Phelps  and 
Nathaniel  Colver)  appeared  as  voluntary  advocates  of  the 
religious  duty  of  human  sacrifice !    Yet  all  this  is  literal  fact. 

The  clergy  are  the  great  bulwark  of  the  system  of  caste 
now  existing  in  the  United  States.  A  class  of  men,  women 
clulijbren,  so  numerous  as  to  constitute  one-sixth  part  of 
the  population  of  this  country,  natives  of  the.  soil  like  tf» 
rest|  and  therefore  plj^inly  designed  by  their  Creator  to  share 
the  same  blessings,  are  regarded,  addressed  and  treated  by 
their  countrymen  as  the  Pariahs  in  India  are  by  theirs.  A 
name  is  assigned  to  them  agunst  tl^ir  will,  which  suggests 
and  perpetuates  their  degradation  ;  marriage  with  them  is 
pxohibited  by  law  in  some  portions  of  the  country,  and  stig- 
matized as  disgraceful  in  all ;  and  a  demotic  public  senti- 
ment forbids  not  only  marriage,  but  equal  participation  with 

*  This  argument  took  place  Feb.  19th  and  20th,  f§44,  at  the  State 
SLoase.  My  impression  is  that  one  or  both  of  these  clergjTnen 
expressed  a  perfect  wUlingness  to  kill  with  their  own  bancU  the 
persons  judicially  condemned  to  deaiai  in  liiia  States  if  nqueM  Id 
do  so  by  the  authorities 
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them  in  business,  pleasure  of  worship.  In  dwel!ing*ho«8eS, 
counting-rooms  and  work-shops,  in  school-houses,  academies 
and  colleges,  on  packets  and  steamboats,  at  concerts,  orato- 
rios, menageries,  theatres,  museums,  galleries  of  painting 
and  sculpture,  and  public  exhibitions  of  every  kind,  in  lec- 
ture-rooms and  meeting-houses,  they  are  stigmatized,  if 
admitted  at  all,  by  some  mark  of  uiferiority,  and  all  this 
without  the  least  pretence  of  crime  on  their  part ;  and  since 
the  contumely  to  which  they  are  exposed  must  necessarily 
interfere  very  seriously  with  any  pleasure  or  advantage  they 
might  gain  in  the  above-mentioned  places,  the  consequence 
of  the  system  is,  their  enforced  retirement  from  those  means 
of  improvement,  and  therefore  their  continued  degradation. 

How  comes  it  that  so  atrocious  a  system  of  injustice  is  so 
generally  prevalent  here  ?  The  reason  is  that  the  clergy, 
from  whom  the  people  get  theur  ideas  of  religion  and  duty,  not 
only  do  not  oppose  American  caste,  but  even  encourage  and 
cherish  it  by  both  precept  and  example.  The  stigma  in  ques- 
tion is  no  where  more  broadly  marked  than  in  their  dwelling- 
houses  and  churches,*  and  they  are  the  chief  supporters  of 
a  society  which  seeks  to  banish  these  victims  from  their 


^  *l%e-ananiinity  of  public  sentiment  in  enforcing  the  degracla- 
«on  of  the  colored  people  would  by  itself  suffice  to  exclude  them 
from  equal  privileges  with  others  in  the  churches;  but  some  of  the 
churches  m  Bost«m  have  thought  fit  to  tosnie  such  exclusion  by 
express  pzorision  in  the  deeds  by  which  pews  are  held.  The  deeds 
of  the  «Bowe  Street  Baptist  Society,"  formerly  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Rev.  William  Hague,  and  now  of  Rev,  Baroa  Stow,  forbid 
the  sale  of  pews  to  any  but  "jpespeetaWe  whjtp  persons."  To  be 
«deei»8ed  asd  re^jeeted  of  mm/'  in  modem  times,  seems  not  to  be  a 
.{NM^poit  to  the  favor  of  this  church ;  its  minister  and  members 
probably  find  enough  to  do  in  calling  respectable  wHte  siflpers  Ip 

jrepeafajipA  -  . 
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native  land,  even  while  they  are  piously  exclaiming  against 
tile  wickedness  of  caste  in  India. 

In  relation  to  the  four  vices  now  specified.  Slavery,  War, 
Ci^pital  Punishment,  and  Prejudice  against  Color,  it  is  wor- 
thy of  notice,  that  the  clergy  have  not  only  been  their  direct 
aad  efficient  advocates,  but  have  met  with  determined  oppo- 
sition and  vituperation  the  men  and  women  who  have  most 
earnestly  labored  to  abolish  them. 

These  are  specimens  of  the  injurious  influence  of  the 
clergy  upon  public  morals.  Their  influence  on  religion  is 
not  less  pernicious. 

They  give  an  unworthy  and  degrading  idea  of  the  true 
God,  ascribing  to  him  all  the  defects  and  vices  which  the 
Old  Testament  ascribes  to  the  Jewish  deity,  Jehovah.  Their 
sepveseotationB  cause  die  great  majority  <^  the  men,  womra 
and.  children  of  our  country,  actually  to  believe  ihat  the 
horrid  maasacres  perpetrated  hy  Joshua,  and  Saul,  and  Sam- 
uel,  and  David,  had  the  sanction,  nay,  even  the  direct 
command  of  our  heavenly  Father ;  that  he  is  a  jealous  and 
revengeful  God ;  that  having  repedtedly  determined,  in  his 
anger,  to  destroy  the  whole  Hebrew  nation,  he  abandoned 
his  design  at  the  persuasion  of  the  cooler  and  wiser  Moses ; 
that  he  directed  Micaiah  and  others  to  lie,  for  the  purpose 
<^  dec^ivii^  Ahab;  that  be  commanded  Abraham  to  kill 
and  burn  his  own  son ;  that  he  was  pleased  with  the  odor 
of  frankincense,  of  hot  bread,  and  of  roasted  meat,  and 
directed  them  to  be  periodically  served  up  before  him ;  that 
he  required,  blood  to  be  daily  shed  upon  his  altars ;  that  he 
stiU  refuses  to  f<M^ve  the  least  cffence  widiouta  Moody 
atonement ;  and  that  he  will  torture  a  large  portion  of  man- 
kind eternally  in  hell. 

The  clergy  have  cumbered  the  beautiful  simplicity  of 
CMstiafii^  with  Jewish  rites.   They  cmisecrate  a  bouse 
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of  God,"  as  if  a  temple  made  with  hands  could  be  his 
peculiar  habitation ;  and  call  upon  men  to  come  up  to  it, 
"  mto  the  presence  of  God,"  as  if  they  coold  eter  be  out  of 
his  presence ;  and  insist  that  Sunday  shall  be  sanctified  as 
"  the  Lord's  day,"  as  if  we  were  at  liberty  to  withdrsw  the 
other  days  from  his  service ;  and  baptize  with  water, 
though  even  the  Jewish  Baptist  John  could  tell  them  that  the 
baptism  of  the  Christian  system  must  be  a  spiritual  one. 

They  impose  the  Jewish  decalogue  as  a  law  upon  Chris- 
tians, and  demand  that  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  be  received, 
entire,  as  an  unerring  and  divinely  mspu-ed  revelation  from' 
the  true  God.  Not  content  that  the  troth  and  light  scattered 
through  those  valuable  writings  should  be  received  on  their 
own  merits,  and  for  theur  own  sake,  they  demand  that  even 
theur  erron  and  inconsistencies  shall  be  received  as  coming 
from  the  God  of  truth;  their  barbarities,  as  fiom  die  God  of 
love ;  their  superstitions,  as  from  the  God  of  wisdom ;  their 
external  ceremonies,  as  from  Him  who  sees  every  heart. 

By  connecting  the  idea  of  public  worship  in  the  minds  of 
men  with  a  series  of  external  ceremonial  observances,  not 
one  of  which  God  has  required,  and  which  have  no  just 
adaptation  to  the  relation  between  him  and  his  creatures 
they  have  done  a  double  mischief;  fixing  the  attention  of 
men  <m  a  day,  on  a  place,  on  postures  *  repetitions,  and 
outside  observances,  as  material  parts  of  their  homage  to  an 


Ji  ^  *  r^'"J  ^^^^y  °^  *he  Presbyterian  Church,  (Old 
8dioat)«t  tete  meeting  in  Pittsburgh,  after  voting  it  ^^pL- 
harly  improper  and  inexpedient  for  this  Aam^j  to  tttemS^ 
propose  any  measure  in  the  work  <tf  emancipation."  voted^hat 
the  practice  of  sitting  in  public  prayer  be  considered  grievously 
improper,  and  that  mmistera  be  required  to  re^-ove  it  with  earned  <m4 
persevennff  euimonition." 
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ev&ty  where  piesent  and  heart-searching  Deity, — and  thus 

neeessarily  tending  to  divert  their  attention,  to  some  extent, 
mdA  pnietieaUy  diverting  it  to  a  very  great  extent,  from  the 
fact,  that  the  true  worship  is  a  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  dafly  life,  and  that  the  only  true  test  of  men's  rev- 
erence for  and  obedience  to  their  Cieator  is  th«r  mode  of 
per&eming  the  ordinsucy  business  of  each  day. 

I  have  said  that  the  exercises  of  formal  periodical  ptayer 
and  praise,  called  by  our  clergy  Public  Worship,  and  repre- 
sented by  them  as  a  material  part  of  &e  service  we  we  to 
God,  have  no  just  adaptation  to  the  relation  subsisting 
between  him  and  his  creatares. 

The  requisition  of  external  acts  which  are  useless  in 
diemselves,  for  the  sake  of  manifesting  the  dispositions  and 
afiections  of  the  heart,  shows  that  he  who  requires  them 
I  camiot  lead  ^  heart.  The  Smperor  of  China  and  the 
Pope  of  Rome  require  of  all  who  approach  them  a  humble 
aeqiueac^M^  in  their  superiorly ;  hut  because  they  cannot 
know  whether  this  is  roally  felt,  they  require  its  ezteiBil 
manifestation,  as  the  best  securitf  they  can  have  for  its  real 
enstence ;  and  this  manifestation  consists  in  kissing  the  toe 
of  the  one,  and  in  prostration  before  the  other.  Now,  it  is 
obvious  that  if  these  potentates  could  read  the  very  heart  of 
every  one  who  came  into  their  presence,  the  performance 
oi  tiiese  ceiemooies  would  be  perfectly  useless;  so  much 
time  lost  from  the  real  service  which  was  to  be  dene  for 
thiBHL  The  very  leq^uisition,  ther^Mce,  proves  the .  imper- 
fection of  the  requirer. 

is  iacfwiflistpnt  with  any  rational  or  worthy  idea  of  the 
i^iuraeter  of  €rod,  to  suppose  that  he  wiriies  hia  exwima 
pmodieaUy  to  applaud  him.  Christ  gives  no  such  injunc- 
tion; and  when  we  coi»idev  it  oahnly,  apast  fimn  ^e  pre- 
.poisesaions  of  education,  is  it  not  degiading  to  the  character 


^3  SUIUM^  0GCUPASI0K8. 

of  the  iofioke  Creator,  to  suppose  that  he  really  wishes  his 
creatures  to  make  a  public  declaration*  four  times  a  week, 
that  they  admit  and  believe  that  he  is  the  greatest,  the  wisest 
aad  the  best  of  beings, /or  the  purpose  of  praising  himl 

We  have  in  the  world  some  men  whom  we  call  good, 
because  they  approach  nearer  than  the  rest  to  the  perfec- 
tions which  distinguish  God ;  aad  otbeys  whom  we  call  bad, 
because  they  are  further  from  the  attainment  of  those  per- 
fections. Let  us  test  the  imaal  character  q£  the  love  of 
applause,  by  observing  how  it  is  regarded  by  these  two 
classes  of  men.  Is  it  not  notorious  that  the  good  man 
shrinks  from  the  open  proclamation  to  his  face  of  even  his 
really  good  qualities,  and  that  the  proud,  the  vain,  the  ambi- 
tious, aod  especially  the  most  haughty  and  -tyranmcal  usai^- 
ers  of  power,  as  the  Emperors  of  ancient  and  the  Popes  of 
modem  IU>me,  the  £mperor  of  Cfaiiia,  and  the  Grand 
Sultan  of  Turkey,  have  most  eagerly  desired  the  praises  of 
others?  It  is  dishonoralde  to  the  Creator,  to  suppose  him 
actuated  by  a  feeling  which  we  find  characteristic  of  the 
worst  men,  and  unworthy  of  the  hmL 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  periodical  practice  of  publicly 
praising  God  is  advocated,  not  ou  4he  ground  that  he  wishes 
to  be  applauded,  but  that  Ae  recollection  and  public  enume- 
ration of  his  perfections  is  beneficial  to  men,  I  reply  that 
Ihe  reality  of  this  benefit  must  depend  on  the  sincerity  and 
heartiness  of  those  who  use  and  join  in  such  declaxations. 
If^lhey  are  utt^  esiy  mik  the  iaoi^,  while  tiie  heart  is 
either- passive  or  interested  in  some  different  matter,  a  new 
s»  is  fflammittgd,  instead  of  a  duty  parfimaedi  hwt^  ttttle 
^observatiaii  will  show,  that  in  great  numbers  of  cases,  they 
are  utterad  with  the  mouth  only,  and  «  little  reflaetioii  mil 
sliow  ^t  men  emmot  so  foresee  the  thoughts  and  desires  of 
time  yet  to  cox^e,  as     say  that  joext  Sunday^  and^ 
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Sunday  following,  they  will  be  in  a  franie  of  niad  so  d^o- 
ttenal  «s  to  be  able  to  use  the  language  referred  to  "  in  spirit 
and  in  truth." 

The  aiwe  fact,  thoefore,  tliat  God  possesses  unbounded 
knowledge  and  infinite  moral  perfections,  renders  it  in  the 
highest  de^  iiiipiobaUe  that  he  vmqM  eslablisli  any 
merely  external  and  ceremonial  observances  as  tests  of  the 
obedience  of  his  eeeatm ;  a&d  this  i^MereBt  improbaMSty 
being  fortified  by  the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ,  the  best  expos- 
itor of  His  wiU,  has  sot  divsctod  the  performanee  «r  any 
such  rites  and  ceremonies,  we  may  safely  consider  it  certain 
tl»t  none  are  required. 

But,  abandoning  the  ground  that  this  is  a  required  duty, 
some  may  consider  it  still  to  be  a  duty,  in  mmnidnrstis^  of 
its  benefii^  efiect  upon  their  characters  and  lives.  It  may 
be  said  that  true  Christians  have  a  real  delig^it  in  these  ser- 
^oem^-mA  M  ceerfaitoi  and  stimigthened  by  them ;  and 
that  even  worldly  men,  by  periodically  assembi^  for  the 
verbal  eipressioB  of  thiar  dependenee  on  God,  are  preserv- 
ed from  that  utter  forgetfulness  of  him  which  the  cares  of 
business  tend  to  pcodue%  aad  being  tba»  peiiedieally 
reminded  of  his  claims  upon  them,  are  induced,  in  many 
cases,  to  recognize  and  respond  to  those  ckuma 

I  do^Bot  hesilato  to  admit,  that  both  these  desirable  ends  are 
effected,  to  some  extent,  by  the  piactiee  m  qwostion.  A 
eiHtom  pcBctiaed  by  miUiofis  of  men,  and  cotitteued  from 
age  to  age,  as  this  has  been,  cannot  be  wholly  evil.  U  does 
uadoubtedty  ^ometiMus  ■cwwfcrt  aad  «l»ngthen  Oirietians, 
and  sometimes  make  permanently  beneficial  impressions 
upon  woridly  wtt;  noiwtrthaless^  it  sesiiiB  to  ■w,^  ^ 
«ftele,  to  injure  both  these  classes  more  than  it  benefits 
them.   I  will  try  to  show  hom  it  nuis  I»iae4hail  lhasinj  ury 


so 


Our  enotioBB  ate  not  absolutely  under  the  control  of  our 

will,  nor  can  they  be  definitely  aroused  to  any  desiiedstate 
of  aetivity,  at  precoocested  periods.  Every  one  knows  how 
frequently  disappointment  arises  from  our  expectation  that 
the  emotiooa  of  the  past  will  renew  themselves  under  stmilar 
external  circumstances.  We  make  a  new  acquaintance,  and 
i^esd  an  hour  ia  aotmaled  and  delightful  conversation,  and 
then  look  for  a  renewal  of  the  same  pleasure  at  our  next 
meeting.  The  soeeting  Gomas,  tmi  m  cold,  dull,  lileleaB, 
unsatislactory.  One  or  both  parties  are  out  of  tune.  The 
habitual  attendant  on  prayer^weotutgi  &iida  .the  Mue  thing 
happening.  At  one  time,  a  fervent  spirit  of  devotion  per- 
vades the  prayers  an^  exhortations  of  the  assembly  faliieei 
tiMMT  aeula  warmed  and  elevated,  and  make  it  a  point  to 
come  themselves  and  bring  their  friends  to  the  next  meeting. 
•Xha  mat  meeting  proves  to  be  a  faihire ;  no  one  feels  like 
speaking,  praying  or  singing;  they  are  out  of  tune i  ail 
«Ee  disappc^iitad  andaaddened. 

The  truth  is,  that  to  effect  similar  results,  the  internal 
cimumstaiioea  nnisl  bo  aimikyi^  as  woU  as  the  external ;  but 
oaqperience  shows  that  this  similarity  does  not  exist,  and 
eaonot  be  mauu^tuiiedy  ovieii  m  a  iroeldy  leligioiis  mee&^ 
of  twenty  persons,  whose  general  like-mindedness  has  led 
them  spontaneously  to  attempt  it :  how  much  Aess^'thra,  can 
%  exisi  in  a  piomiscuous  assembly  of  five  hundred  people, 
who  come  together  twice  or  thrice  a  week  thsough  th^ 
whole  Uvea  1  Worohip  ia  l&el j  to  be  a  mere  outward  form 
to  a  majority  of  such  persons,  at  a  "^^ority  of. the  timftg  of 
jBoe^bog. 

Now,  in  the  ease  first  supposed,  of  two  friends  who  fail,  at 
a  particular  4imav  ^  raoMsro  pleasure  from  eadi  other's 
society,  no  harm  is  done,  for  they  bid  each  other  adieu,  and 
wait  ifx  a  better  opportmuty  $      irt  wont,  only  saibr  an 
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fttJttr^s  weariness  and  constraint  from  the  irttiMapt  to  nMke 
bricks  without  straw. 
'Bat  the  worship  of  our  Creator  is  a  more  sMMfCM  usatti^. 

 "  God  abhors  the  sacrifice, 

Where  not  the  heart  is  found." 

If  woirsl]^  heoomes  aeceptaWe  only  by  being  peffenned 
"  in  spirit  and  in  truth,"  the  substitution  for  it  of  external 
rites,  in  which  the  heart  no  shai^,  most  needs  be  oSktf 
save  to  Him  who  sees  the  heart.  The  offer  of  mere  lip- 
service  to  God,  far  from  bdng  a  ^^meaas  of  gnee,"  is  not 
etfen  an  indifferent  matter,  but  involves  serious  guilt ;  and, 
practised  systematically,  ymA  after  week,  cannot  &il  to 
blunt  and  deaden  the  religious  susceptibilities  of  some,  and 
make  downright  hypocrites  of  others. 

But  this  impiety  is  practised  week  atler  ^trtst^^,  ttt  Vety 
many  weeks  at  various  intervals  during  the  year,  both  by 
ministers  in  the  pulpit,  and  deaeoai  and  ekuwh  MaMtiliilis  in 
the  meeting-house  and  vestry.  At  more  or  fewer  of  these 
meetings,  it  is  obneHs  that  iKi  em  feeis  the  least  iMwand 
movement  towards  the  performance  of  the  ordinary  services ; 
but  llie  peo|^  have  ccHoe  tc^ether,^  the  pmrpo$6  ei  apaak- 
ifiig,  praying  and  singing,  and  some  of  those  present  feel 
bmmd  to  go  through  those  outward  exercises,  thmigh  with  a 
constraint  and  KlfelessfJess  which  weigh  heavily  on  the  henrts 
of  all.  They  feel  no  impulse  from  within  to  pray,  or  sing, 
or  exltort,  and  thns      pwtyer,  tlie 

are  not  realities,  but  shams,  and  like  all  other  shams,  do 
iiarm  Htatead  of  good.  •  ^  - 

The  Qisfltfers  have  escaped  this  particular  danger,  by 
denying  tf»  oliligntimi  Mid  aYoidiiig^  the  pmeAoB  ftmoA- 

ical  public  worship.    Their  meetings  are  periodical,  but  their 
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w<Mr<Uj^  jnoved  to  Gomm&mBe  k*  They  ccnne  together,  as  they  - 
say,  "to  wait  upon  God,"  and  they  sit  in  silence  to  receive 
the  mtimfttiotts  o£  his  wiU;  no  one  veatwess  opoa  ^  act  of 
vogbX  prayer  until  he  feels  himself  impelled  by  the  present 
urging  of  the  Spirit  to  do  so ;  and  is  thus  enabled  to  speak 
from  the  heart — to  worship  "in  spirit  and  in  truth."  Why 
should  not  the  people  of  aU  other  denominations  thus  use 
the  liberty  of  silence,  when  their  "  souls^  sincere  desire  "  is 
silence,  and  not  speech  ?  Or,  rather,  why  should  not  both 
diese  mad  the  Quaken  lay  aside  the  attempt  to  impose  upon 
themselves  as  a  duty  something  that  God  has  not  command- 
e4»  namely,  the  praetiee  «f  peiio^cally  aseeo^ing  for  reli- 
gious rites,  whether  of  speech  or  silence  ?    Both  seem  to 

have  substded^  ^tr  the  mm  part,  into  faaa  wi^iout  sub- 
srtance. 

Tlw  aeenu  to  me  to  be  the  «UB  of  the  malt^.  Those 
who  perform  outward  acts  of  worship,  without  any  corre- 
sponding emotions  in  their  hearts,  are  either  wofuliy  blinded 
hy  fidse  instmcti^m,  (as  many  Catholics  and  Protestants 
undoubtedly  are,)  or  are  guilty  of  gross  hypocrisy.  Those 
wJbo^attead!  seiigious  aaBeanUieB  merely  as  hearers,  and  hear, 
week  after  week,  without  emotion  or  interest,  not  only  fre- 
quent  acts  of  tonal  wocsbip,  but  the  most  «kolemn  appeeds 
to  their  religious  sensibilities,  are  likely  to  have  their  con- 
sciences dulled  and  their  hearts  hardened,  and  thus  to 
receive  real  and  lasting  injury  from  that  which  was  design- 
ed for  their  benefit.  Yet  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  present 
uses  to  which  the  Sunday  is  devoted  are  extending  and 
strengthening  these  evil  influences  in  the  hearts  of  huodreds 
of  thouHandg.  It  k>  not  too  much  to  say,  that  a  large  pro« 
portion  of  the  weekly  attendants  on  our  places  of  worship  go 
there,  and  ana  4mii^  to  th^re,  on  ^  very  principle  that 
form  without  substange  i«  wugh  better  th^n  npthin^ — j^  .the 
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Arabs  of  the  desert,  whm  water  faik  (or  th«  AUutkma  pre- 
scribed by  their  religion,  go  through  the  same  ceremony 
whh  sand ;  l»it  the  Arabs  have  never  heard  Cturist'a  saying, 

that  those  who  would  worship  the  Father  must  worship  him 
in  spirit  and  in  truUi. 

The  systematic  separation  of  ©ae  day  in  seven,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  public  compliments  and  performing  cer 
emooioiia  salutatioQs  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts,  infonning 
him  of  what  he  already  knows,  our  past  obedience  or  diso- 
bedienee,  and  our  presi^t  penitonoe  or  eltduracy,  seems  ndt 
only  a  comparatively  useless  observance  —  so  much  time 
withdrawn  ftem  the  ^doing  of  the  work"— but  failhw 
objectionai^,  because  so  occupied  as  to  show  an  unworthy 
conception  ^  our  (Mnniseieat  and  omoipveaeBt  Father. 

True  prayer,  the  voluntary  unveilmg  of  the  heart  which 
the  child  ofibrs  to  his  Fath^, — ^^the  conscious  eiKirt  to 
enter  into  communication  with  God,  and  to  receive  some- 
what from  him," — is  of  unspeakable  advantage ;  is  a  privi- 
lege on  no  account  to  be  rdinquished.  It  is  a  seeking, 
at  certain  times,  when  the  child  feels  really  urged  and 
drawn  towards  it,  of  thaJt  comaaxmm  winch  the  Fadier 
offers  at  all  times.  The  error  of  our  system  of  public 
won^p  is,  that  we  attempt  the  impoasiUlity  of  dedy^ng 
beforehand  that  we  will  feel  the  spirit  of  prayer  at  partieU* 
lar  hmurs,  so  many  times  a  day  or  a  week,  and  then  oommut 
the  sin  of  going  through  an  empty  and  hypocritical  fonS  at 
those  of  the  appointed  periods  when  the  spirit  is  not  pres- 
ent with  us.  The  same  principle  applies  both  to  public 
and  private  prayer,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  obstacles  to 
eonmunion  are  much  greater  in  the  fomror,  ranee  k  mmit  he 
e<miparatively  rarely  that  a  whole  assembly  are  simultane- 
ously moved  to  an  eiqpresBloa  <^  devotioBal  feeling,  whioh 
ii^^slii^  is,  ^t  th^  sanje  time,  so  nearly  uniform  as  to  admit 


€)f  correct  expression  by  a  single  voice.  Let  me  try  to 
illustrate  my  t}iaug}4  on  this  subject,  and  to  »haw,  by  a  Aup- 
posed  case,  the  ground  of  my  objection  to  the  pre-appoint- 
ment  of  periodieal  tmm  ior  prs^yer,  wh^tb^ ,  pub^  or 
private. 

Imagine  a  laborer,  struck  by  a  sudden  feeUQg  ths^t  -his 
duty  requires  it,  leaving  his  work  in  the  forenoon,  going  to 
the  house  of  his  employer,  which  is  in  full  view  of  his  place 
of  labcff,  ai^L  tbeie  pulling  off  bis  hat,  and  with  seriousness 
and  perfect  sincerity  uttering  these  words: — "Honored 
^ :  X  aclooowledge  ym  Iq  be  ray  master,  and  the  best  of 
masters  ;  I  acknowledge  myself  to  be  your  servant,  and  a 
1^  poor,  negUgent,  wad  unwortl;^  omi  I  4SQi»fess  with 
shame,  that,  though  you  have  paid  me  every  day  more  than  the 
sti|>ulated  wages,  I  have  done  every  day  le^  tbpiA  the  stipu- 
lated work.  1  deserve  that  you  should  turn  me  out  of  your 
service  ;  but  if,  through  your  undeserved  favor,  I  am  contiu- 
ued,  I  hope  to  be  more  &ithful  and  diligent  hereafter." 

So  far,  all  is  well.  The  laborer  cannot  but  feel  strength- 
9md  mad  oomldrted  by  this  honest  perfonnance  of  the  duties 
6^  repentance  and  confession.  But  let  us  suppose  that  he 
jjNToceeda  to  say  to  himseU,  "Sinoe  this  admowledgment 
which  I  have  now  made  was  a  duty,  and  since  I  ought  al- 
ways to  be  equally  willing  to  confess  and  ask  forgiveness, 
and  siiM^  the  daily  performance  of  this  duty  will  remind  me 
to  be  more  faithful  in  my  daily  work,  I  will  go  my  master's 
house  twice  every  day,  and  say  the  same  things  ;  and  that 
I  may  do  this  duty  more  thoroughly,  and  show  my  own 
moeerity  move  perfectly,  and  persevere  in.  my  proposed 
reformation  more  strenuously,  I  will  devote  one  whole  day 
in  every  week  to  the  work  of  telling  him  what  a  good 
master  he  is,  and  what  a  poor  servant  I  am,  and  of  making 
iQa»lutioQs  to  sej:ve  hm  better  iix  the  ti«fie  to  ooxne." 
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Suppose,  further,  that  this  man,  ansSbus  to  reform  his 
fellow-laborers,  should  urge  upon  them,  as  aii  iMpornliTO 
dufy,  the  adoption  of  the  same  rule,  and,  to  the  objection  of 
some,  that  they  had  no  such  sense  of  unfaithfuhiess,  and 
Ameino  no  wi^  to  express  it,  should  reply,  that  lAm  regular 
habit  of  making  such  professions  was  one  means  by  which 
they  would  attem  a  tm  mm:  of  tlieir  linfiulhliifaiess,  and 
therefore  that  the  observance  of  the  form  was  still  a  duty, 
though  they  had  not  the  ieeliag  &oin  wfaidi  it  «praiig  in  lus 
own  case. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  servant)  in  this  aupposed  due, 
made  the  great  mistake  of  attributing  to  the  form  the  advan- 
tages of  the  substance;  that  a  better  uaderateadiag  of  hk 
own  human  nature  would  have  shown  him,  that  more  or 
fewer  of  his  pre-appointed  hours  and  days  would'  £ad  -and 
leave  himtelf  destitute  of  the  feeling  whkA  he  has  pre- 
deterjnined  to  ^express ;  (in  which  case,  the  expressioa 
becomes  a  lals^ood  inateMl  of  a  tfoth,  an  «ra  ifestead  of  a 
good,  an  additional  act  of  unfaithfulness  to  his  master, 
instead  of  the  perlbrmanee  of  a  duty  to  him;;)  amt  that  tfais 
objection  would  lie  with  still  greater  weight  in  the  case  of 
Ifis  fellow-servants,  who  never  had  tho  fiMlin^  at 
liierefore  ought  not  to  express  it,  either  personally  or  1^, 
deputy.  '    .  i-   ;r  a  ■,; 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  matter  from  the  master's  point  of 
view.  He  has  hired  the  servantHEtot  to^^talk^ad  prgiem^b^ 
diligently  and  fiiitfifully  to  work  in  his  field ;  and  he  can 
see  from  his  window  whether  the  work  is  well  dooo^or  not/ 
He  must,  of  course,  be  pleased  with  the  dispesition  of  the 
servant  to  make  a  frank  confession  of  his  faults  in  the-  fintt 
iostanee,  but  when  he  has  once  ka^wn  4hat  disposition,  ^wfH 
not  the  sight  of  the  man  diligently  at  work  testify  to  his 
^uthfuhMiB  more  tfaoroa^y  thaa  im  katii^  lim  mA 
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go  and  talk  about  it  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  the  servant  to  he 
^wteluL  «Bd  jieiutent;  but  the  true  w4y  to  9kom  ^  state  it 
by  increased  activity  in  tlie  work  itself,  and  not  by  leaving 
tlaat  m&ikt  tei^  tlifoagh  m  periodieal  ibrm  wbioh  the  mMtef 
has  not  required,  especially  when  the  heartless  observance 

&Bew  oficMce. 

If  it  be  objected  to  this,  that  periodical  public  prayer  and 
praise,  peiibrmed  as  they  are  m  our  meetiiig-liousea  on* 
Sunday,  are  part  ctf  ^  work  required  of  us  by  our  Master, 
1  deny  it,  and  demand  proof ;  and  I  counsel  those  who.  may 
be  disposed  to  say  at  first  thought  that  this  demand  is  easily 
answered,  carefully  to  scrutinize  that  which  they  have  hith- 
erto ooQsidieied  proofs  9xA.  see  if  it  mefitB  &at  title. 

If  it  be  further  objected,  that  some  need  the  periodical 
public  Umk  of  devotioii,  and  sow  leally  helped  by  them,  I 
can  only  say,  that  it  appears  otherwise  to  me.  They  seem 
to  be  helped  by  the  prayeie  of  the  d^cgymaiH  as  the  Calhr 
<dic  by  his  beads  and  holy  water,  because  they  have  been 
Qssiduously  taught  to  associate  these  with  devotional  ^Behng; 
and  therefore  their  use,  no  doubt,  gives  present  comfort. 
But  both  parties  might  just  as  easily  have  been  taught  tM 
tmik  horn  the  beginning,  namely,  that  since  their  Father  is 
alUFays  with  them,  and  always  ready  to  hear  them,  and  since 
fhmr  own  wishes  are  better  known  to  themselves  than  to  any 
other  human  being,  those  wishes  can  bett(3r  be  addressed  to 
that  f  elher  4i»r6e%,  than  by  any  mediatioa  whatever. 
"  Prayer  is  the  soul's  sincere  desire."  Not  what  the  soul 
ought  to  desiie,  but  what  it  4o^  desiee.  The  most  correet 
sentiments,  uttered  in  the  most  correct  form  by  another 
pesKm,  caanot  possibly  be  so  maeh  «y  prayer  as  what  my 
liesart  expresses  to  Him  who  sees  it  as  it  is.  We  may  need 
JMtructioa  about  what  we  ought  to  desire,  but  tius  it  lkm 
proyioee  of  preaching,  not  of  prayer* 


Does  any  one  ask, "  How,  then,  is  God  to  be  worshipped  .? " 
I  reply,  in  the  words  of  Christ,  as  appUcable  m  th^  ootuwel 
to  sineere  inquirers  now,  as  to  his  first  di«%1es ;  and  as 
applicable  in  their  censure  to  the  clergy  and  churches  of 
the  United  Stales,  ae  to  die  eWtef  Sci^  laid  Pharisees. 
If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments*    This  is  my  com- 

with  all  your  heart,  and  soul,  and  strength,  and  mind, 
dnd  your  neighbor  at  ymtrtdfi  Am  ye  woM  mn 
ehouid  do  to  you,  do  ye  also  to  them  likewise.  Love  even 
your  enemies^  and  return  good  for  their  eeik  Be  mete^, 
as  your  Father  also  is  merciful  Why  call  ye  me  Lord, 
Lord,  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  say  ?  " 

To  do  these  tfiings,  and  to  live  in  the  spirit  of  them,  is 
the  appropriate  worship  of  God.  He  who  does  thus  live 
has  no  eecamoii  to  praetise  the  formality  of  periodically 
going  to  a  public  place  to  say,  "  Loed,  Lokd,"  sinee  this 
is  not  eommsiided  $  aad  he  who  does  not  thus  hm^  rest 
itesured  that  no  abundance  and  no  fervency  of  repetitions  of 
"  Loed,  Loan,"  wUl  be  aoc^ited,  in  whole-or  in  part,  eiAor 
«8  a  substitute  for  past  duties  omitted,  or  for  the  neglect  of 
that  practical  repentance  which  applies  itBelf^eanMityfto 
the  duties  of  the  present  moment. 

Are  the  frequenters  of  our  meeting-houses  taught  these 
teuths  ?  Are  they  tati^t  that  Ae  proper  worship  and  ser- 
vice of  God  is  doing  good  to  men,  and  that  every  other  kind 
of  wor^p  is  trivial  in  eomparistm  with  this  >  Every  one 
knows  that  they  are  not.  A  vast  majority  of  the  clergy  of 
this  country  teaeh  that  the  worship  of  iSodeomiils  in  defeat 
attendance  on  the  services  in  their  meeting-houses  on  Sun- 
day, and  daily  pmyer,  iadividuai  and  soeiaii^  ailieme ;  and 
that  the  obedience  (for  they  distinguish  obedience  from  wor- 
ship) which  God  &»t  and  maat^km^Kmmtkfmts^km  fiM 


every  man,  is  a  sincere  and  hearty  recoption  of  the  theo- 
logical doctjwaies  of  om  of  timr  gIwupcImnh  aad  isooperaliai] 
with  it  in  making  proselytes  to  those  doctrines. 

Some  of  the  doctidaes,  the  belief  of  which  is  so  mxmai\y 
kisisted  on,  are  the  trinity,  the  atonement,  total  depravity, 
and  eternal  punishment.  Now,  I  hazard  nothing  in  assext- 
ing  that  &e  c^eculative  belief  of  these  can  never  make  any 
man  better,  and  that  the  disbelief  of  them  can  never  make 
mm  wsmm,  Th»  hmpKmemeiA  of  the  deterioiatioa.  of 
any  human  being  must  depend  upon  the  direction  of  his 
9£E^Gtiiom  wad  (he  inewl:  ^ciiiiwctw»  joS  hi»  aclioiuy  which 
affections  and  acts  may  be  bad  while  he  firmly  believes 
these  teue^  and  good  while  h?  thoroughly 
**  The  devils  also  believe  and  tieiDtUe,"  said  James ;  are  the 
devils  better  for  their  belief? 

But  I  go  further,  and  affirm,  not  only  that  speculative 
belief  upon  these  points  does  not  favorably  affect  the  mQml 
ehftiacter,  but  that  the  most  thorough  convicticm  and  real- 
izing sense  "  of  their  truth,  imprinted  on  the  soul  and  carried 
mA  m  the  life,  will  be  bo  mom  likely  to  leferm  the  individ- 
ual receiving  them,  than  the  equally  hearty  reception  of  the 
OjppoMle  dopoast  or  any  dii^rent  ones.  Yet  tibe  i^eJeeliiQo 
of  these  is  represented  as  perilling  our  salvation. 

One  chief  evil  of  the  eysttmi  of  public  worship  as  con- 
ducted by  the  clergy  is,  that  it  insensibly  brings  the  youth 
of  each  congregation  under  |be  iuiAuence  oyf  thfi  thecdogjb^l 
system  there  taught,  and  thus  secures  to  each  church  a 
perennial  supply  of  professors  of  religi^  wkfh  ¥i  virtue  of 
such  profesMcm,  are  considered  by  the  conununity  as  Chris- 
tians, and  who  thus  contribute  to  form  a  false  popular  esti- 
imte  <^  Chiistianity.  The  children  and  young  people  who 
go  to  meeting  a  hundred  times  each  year,  partly  because 
^ey  like  to  go  vh^  otbi»Ei  4%  and  partly  hmme  their 


parenM  a*wl  public  opinion  require  it  of  them,  can  hardly 
^1  to  get,  through  the  constant  repetitions  of  the  preacher, 
sad  ooeasibiml  wXerest  and  atten^on  on  itmt  own  part,  a 
pretty  accurate  idea  of  the  way  in  which  they  are  expected 
to  sedt  teligton,  and  of  the  firoit  whieh  religion,  wiMn 
attained,  is  expected  to  bear  in  their  lives.    These  repre- 
sei^tioiis  do  not  make  religion  seem  lovely  and  attmetite 
to  them,  but  they  believe  it  to  be  indispensable  as  their  de- 
fence against   the  wrath  of  God,"  and  sooner  or  later  seek 
fiP%ith  that  purpose,  and  seek  it,  of  course,  in  the  way  point- 
kd  out  by  the  clergy,  since  they  know  no  other.  The 
ifiinififer  to  whom  they  go  for  spiritual  counsel  tells  them  to 
repent,  believe,  and  reform.    Very  good  counsel  in  the 
gross,  no  dodtyt,  and  ifliteo,  rightly  understood,  in  its  parck^d- 
lars,  but  here  is  the  point  in  which  the  recipients  of  it  are 
misied  and  injured :  the  chief  MiSg  of  #ldeli  they  are  td 
repent  is  their  past  neglect  to  accept  the  creed  and  conform 
to  the  ei^ms  of  the  chureh ;  the  chief  thing  they  ia€  ib- 
believe  is  a  list  of  theologicdJ  propositions,  as  the  trinity,  the 
atonement,  total  depravity,  and  the  like ;  and  the  efaief 
ment  of  their  reform  is  to  be  the  disuse  of  a  certain  class 
of  amusements,  (as  card-playing,  balls,  and  the  theatre,) 
and  the  diligent  and  devout  practice  of  certain  observances 
called  religious,  as  baptism  and  the  Lord's  suppec^  family 
prayer  and  grace  before  meat,  and  attendance  on  church 
meetings,  prayer  meetings,  and  the  usual  Sunday  services. 
Compliance  with  these  requisitions  cans^et  Aetol  to  be  receiyed 
Ihid  esteemed  as  Christians,  even  though  their  daUy  bx^ead 
may  be  gained  by  the  praetied  of  th6  p6m0t  Victe^ai 
in  the  case  of  the  slaveholder,  the  soldier  and  the  hangman. 
I  say  that  it  is  no  leas  than  a  great  publie  oaiamity  to  lamm 
the  rising  generation  taught  to  seek  the  evidence  of  Chris- 
tian ohatad^'Mam^  in  tile  eha&maom  I  h«itt  imiiitiowid. 
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and  to  regard  that  evidence  as  sound  and  sufficient,  not- 
withstandiiig  the  ^«»tence  of  the  idces  I  have  mentioned. 

Before  making  a  brief  summary  of  the  foregoing  state 
ments,  let  me  say  that  I  do  not  fwget  that  the  clergy  of 
some  numericaUy  msignificant  sects  are  not  obnoxious  to 
some  of  my  charges ;  niar  that  I  have  been  stating  but  one 
Side  of  the  clerical  character  generally.    There  is  an  oppo- 
site  side  which  is  good,  and  which,  viewed  by  itself,  would 
^ve  us  an  elevated  idea  of  the  excellence  and  usefulness  of 
the  clergy.    The  ^reat  majority  of  them  ori«in«%  eh<Me 
the  clerical  profession  with  the  sincere  persuasion  that  they 
wUI  thus  be  most  useful  to  their  fellow-men and  they 
subjected^  in  the  exercise  of  that  profession,  to  trials  and 
temptations  more  dangerous  than  those  to  lyJiicl^  mea  in 
most  other  occupations  are  e^MJsed.   In  some  respects,  it  is 
certamly  moie  diflScuIt  for  a  clergyman  to  be  a  sincere  man, 
perhaps  even  a  good  man,  than  for  one  in  almost  any 
other  department  of  life  which  he  has  entered  with  good 
purposes.    I  joyfully  bear  witness,  that  in  aU  ages  of  the 
world  there  have  been  some  noble  souls  connected  with  the 
clencal  order,  who,  like  the  children  in  the  Babylonian  fur- 
nace,  have  stood  this  fiery  ordeal  unharmed ;  who  have  tri- 
umphed over  the  temptations  of  their  station,  and  have 
counted  neither  hfe  nor  reputation  dear  to  them  m  compari- 
son  with  the  utterance  of  a  faithful  testimony  a|^t  the 
vices  of  their  age.    But  these  are  mxe  exceptions  i  with  the 
main  body  it  is  far  otherwise. 

The  clergy  all  teach  a  great  deal  of  truth ;  many  of  them 
heartily  believe  in  the  truth  of  all  that  they  teach ;  and 
many  more,  preaching  in  the  main  what  they  beUeve  to  be 
true,  really  think  that  theur  occasional  reservations,  equivo- 
cations, deceptions,  compyojjwses  with  popular  sin,  and 
censures  of  unpopular  vurtue,  are,  all  things  considered. 
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best  calculated  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  aad  &e  good 
of  me^  But,  aUowin^  their  smcerlty  (for  the  sake  of 
argument)  as  fully  as  their  greatest  admirers  wouhi  wish, 
my  position  is,  that  sineerity  eauiot  tmnsform  error  into 
truth,  and  that  the  proportion  of  errors  asserted  and  of  truths 
denied,  of  evil  encour^ed  and  of  good  discouraged  in  their 

is  so  great  as  to  render  their 
influence  on  tiie  community  what  I W  caUed  it,  corrupting 
9»A  peniieieias,  and  to  demand  the  withdrawal  from  them  of 
OOT  countenance  and  support.    What  they  teadi  is  not 
Qhristianity,  aiiice  it  does  not  practically  recognize  the  uni- 
versal obligation  of  fraternal  love;  some  thifl^s  that  they 
^h  are  opposed  to  Christianity,  since  they  represent  that 
heavenly  system  as  spreading  its  protecting  wing  over  the 
vices  I  have  mentioned,  which  conflict  directly  with  its  first 
fMrineipleB,  and  form  the  most  efficient  obstacle  to  its  uni- 
versal difiusion,   I  say,  then,  that  we  can  spend  our  Sun- 
Aiys  better  than  in  hearing  their  preaching,  and  giving  Oie 
aid  of  our  example  to  tiie  system  they  advocate. 

%  common  consent  of  the  people  of  this  country,  Sun- 
day IS  held  free  from  most  sorts  of  labor  by  which  men 
and  women  gam  theur  subsistence ;  and  since  most  men 
and  women,  some  tiirough  avarice  and  some  &om  hard 
l^cesaity,  labor  too  much  during  the  week,  the  opportunity 
of  resting  on  Sunday  is  an  unspeakable  advantage  to  them. 
Some  abuse  this  leisure  by  prefli^y,  and  some  by  super- 
stihon.   Some,  provoked  by  the  asceticism  which  would 
forbid  a  walk,  a  ride,  a  laugh,  <»r  the  reading  of  any  book 
or  newspaper  not  technically  "religious"  whUe  Sunday 
lasts,  plunge  on  that  day  into  the  wildest  excesses  of  riot 
aad  debauchery  ;  others,  fearing  to  vary  from  the  custom  of 
the  family  or  community  in  which  they  live^       feeling  no 
with  die  sti^  and  formaUty  around  U,eia. 


waste  the  precious  hours  in  indolence,  and  wait  irtS^tiently 
lor  sunset,  when  the  Sabbath  b^tas  to-abate ; "  and  othen 
yet,  holding  a  traditional  belief  in  the  popular  theory  of  the 
Sabbath,  but  i§aorant,  from  neglect  to  examine,  of  the  utter 
baselessness  of  that  theory,  weekly  violate  their  own  conscien- 
ces by  actions  which,  however  right  in  themselves,  Uiey  actu- 
ally believe  to  be  Wfong.  This  miseducation  of  the  moral 
sense,  by  which  children  and  youth  are  taught  to  ascribe 
ginlt  to  huawAetm  0t  prthewoi^  aetleiis,  wfaiefa  yet  tere 
almost  necessarily  of  common  occurrence  with  them,  must 
be  regarded  as  a  very  great  evil — prematiiffely  deadening 
the  conscience  and  hardening  the  heart,  at  a  period  when 
both  most  urgently  need  the  full  ii^ueoee  of  religious 
truth. 

How  MAY  TBM  IXimE  IMP  fiVRSiftr  BB  K08T  miSfieXAS.LT 

EMPLOYED  ? 

There  is  a  large  class  of  men  and  women — hewers  of 

wood  and  drawers  of  water — worn  with  incessant  toil, 
wboee  daily  labc»s  barely  supply  tfaem  with  daily  bread,  by 
whom  the  Sunday  is  prized  only  for  the  bodily  rest  it 
aflS^ds,  which  is  mdeed  to  them  a  boon  of  unspeakable 
value.  Then  "  the  sei-vant  is  free  from  his  master ; "  such, 
at  least,  is  the  general  rule,  though  exeepti<nis  to  it  exist  in 
both  North  and  South.  To  this  class,  simple  rest  is  the 
greatest  recreation ;  their  highest  pleasure  is  repose ;  their 
chief  luxury,  not  to  have  to  work.  And  this  must  continue  to 
be  their  degraded  state  until  the  wages  of  labor  are  more 
equally  distributed,  (giving  time  to  these  toilers  to  recog- 
nize and  supply  the  wants  of  their  higher  nature,)  and  the 
means  of  edueati<m  more  wklely  difiused,  supplying  to  adtdts 
the  opportunities  which  their  childhood  and  youth  had  never 

Iwiim.    At  ^iesMit,  the  eomi^rt  of  bodHy  mtt  w9Km» 


almost  the  <mly  oner  whi^  this  dans  can  vieeetve  Gam  ^ 

Sunday. 

3ut  «  mueh.  laiger  clasa  em  look  higher  than  this,  a^d 

enhance  the  pleasure  of  freedom  from  labor  on  Sunday  by 
^hsuoge  of  dress,  and. scene,  and  company,  more  careful 
cleanliness  of  person  and  attire,  and  that  deliberate  enjoy- 
ment of  sun  ^»  gi'JVss  end  tree^  woc^s  and  waters, 
fnnn  which  the  week^s  occupation  has  secluded  them. 
Dwellers  in  cities  can  then  enjoy  the  beauties  of  Park  or 
Common,  tneiMhe  the  air  at  ease,  wiUMMit  feeling  hurnbd  by 
the  calls  of  business,  and  meet  neighbors,  friends  and 
w^mmg^rs  indulging  in  the  same  i«Q«eatiott.  And  if  a 
barbarous  superstition  has  not  shut  up  the  railroads  on  that 
day*  Uiey  can,  at  a  smaii  expense  of  time  and  money,  con- 
vey their  families  to  the  green  fields,  groves  and  streams  of 
some  neighboring  iviUi^e,  deiight  thiemsdivea  in  the  works  of 
God,  alter  having  been  ediut  up  six  days  amongst  the  devi- 
ces of  men,  regulate  and  share  the  sports  of  their  chil- 
disNn,  and  direct  to  useful  puipose  tb^  first  acquninUmflft 
with  birds,  bees,  flowers,  cattle,  woods  and  rivers.  How 
beautiful  is  it  for  a  &mily  or  a  jpariy  of  firiends  to  upejoud 
a  Sunday  in  summer  by  the  banks  of  some  quiet  pond, 
M  amid  the  si^ea  of  a  lon^  wood,  and  there  aban- 
don themselves  to  the  gentle  influences  of  the  place  and 
time  I  Their  Imkt^  of  ^refreshment  allows  them  to  give  the 
whole  day  to  recreation,  and  spares  the  labor  which  would 
Ojflierwise  have  been  spent  in  preparing  a  more  formal  din- 
ner at  home.  Thus  the  servants  can  share  in  the  Sonday^s 
pleasure,  whetlier  they  join  the  family  party,  or  rest  at  home, 
or  go  elsewhere  on  expeditions  of  Uieir  own.  Bodes,  too, 
are  taken,  that  their  amusement  or  instruction  may  be  at 
hand,  if  needed.  The  children  play,  bathe,  gather  fiowen 
or  berries,  and  ever  and  anon  run  with  eager  haste  to  their 
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elders,  to  tell  of  some  wonderful  discovery  of  strange 
insect  or  rare  plant,  or  to  ask  some  how,  or  why,  <»  wheo, 
more  easily  asked  than  answered,  but  by  which  they  may 
be  led  "  through  nature  up  to  nature's  God."  The  elders 
seek  what  best  pleases  each ;  one  his  lonely  reverie  in  the 
most  secluded  shade,  another  botanical  or  geological  knowl- 
edge, two  their  separate  walk  of  confidence  or  love,  while 
others  group  themselves  in  luxurious  ease  beneath  the  shel- 
ter of  aome  farn^ireadii^  tl«e^  while  talk,  and  sdng,  and 
reading,  and  silence,  each  in  its  turn  ministers  to  their  hap- 
piness. The  hoars  pass  rapidly  and  joyously,  and  at  sunwt, 
not  unmindful  of  Him  who  has  bestowed  these  pleasures, 
they  return,  well  prepared  for  the  night's  repose,  arad  hear- 
ing with  them  beautiful  flowers  and  fragrant  evergreen  to 
adorn  their  home,  and  remind  them  through  the  week's 
whole  course  of  the  beauty  and  harmony  of  its  beginning. 

Another  end,  combining  the  purest  pleasure  and  the  high- 
est advantage,  is  already  subserved  to  some  extent  by  the 
Sunday's  rest,  and  should  and  might  be  much  more  largely 
&eilitated  by  it  I  r^r  to  the  meeting  of  relatives  and 
connections ;  the  reunion  of  home  circles  whose  members 
have  hem  separated  by  buuiiess  or  marriage.  How  de* 
Kghtful  is  it  for  youth,  and  for  men  and  women,  to  become 
children  ag^,  and  spend  the  Sunday  with  their  parents  at 
their  first,  and  still  dearly  cherished  home !  It  was  not  a 
bad  de&iition  of  filial  duty  given  by  Corporal  Trim,  who, 
when  asked  what  he  meant  by  honoring  his  faAer  and 
modi»r,  replied,  ^  Allowing  them  three  half-pence  a  day  out 
of  my  pay  when  tiiey  grow  old."  But  even  when  the  devo- 
tion of  half  one's  income  is  not  necessary  for  their  support, 
liow  nmeh  may  be  done  by  small  attentions  and  remembran- 
ces for  the  comfort  of  one's  aged  father  and  mother ;  how 

much  moie,  whea  it  eonies  to  be  one's  Either  or  mother ! 


The  family  is  an  institution  of  Grod's  appointment.  Per- 
haps the  proof  that  it  is  so,  in  that  elder  scripture,  writ  by 
Grod's  own  hand,^*  is  more  direct,  and  obvious,  and  unques- 
tionable, than  that  afforded  by  any  other  institution.  The 
aflSactions  implanted  and  cherished  here  are  the  purest  and 
best  that  belong  to  our  nature  ;  the  influences  here  given 
and  received  are  the  most  purifying  and  most  permanent 
that  we  know ;  the  good  seed  here  sown  falls  into  the  soil 
best  adapted  to  receive,  eiqMUad  and  mature  it.  Men  who 
have  passed  usefully  and  honorably  through  long  lives, 
trace  to  th^  early  childhood,  to  the  wise  couuseb  of  a 
father,  or  the  persuasive  tenderness  of  a  mother,  the  im- 
piri^ons  which  have  most  largely  contribiited  to  nn^ke 
them  what  they  are.  All  can  remember  temptations  to 
folly  and  sin  which  the  remembrance  of  the  pure  and  sweet 
influences  ot  home  has  enabled  them  to  resist  How  salu- 
tary, thjen,  must  be  the  frequent  renewal  of  those  impres» 
fflims;  and  what  time  so  &vors^le  fc»r  this  as  the  leisure  and 
quiet  of  the  Sunday?  Then,  by  common  consent,  care 
and  business  are  laid  aside,  and  mind  and  body  may  yield 
themselves  freely  to  the  pleasant  suggestions  of  the  time. 
The  reunited  famUy  perhi^  spend  their  Sunday  morning 
in  the  open  air  ;  the  well-remembered  walks  and  rides  of 
early  youth  are  r^eat^;  the  permanent  featiues  of  the 
landscape  are  recognized  with  new  pleasure,  and  the 
changes  which  time  and  man  have  made  are  noted  with 
imfeilbg  interest ;  the  feelings  of  childhood  rise  with  vivid 
freshness  in  the  soul,  and  the  very  air  seems  purer  and 
more  mvigorating  than  that  which  they  have  lately  breathed. 

"Ah,  happy  hills  !  ah,  pleasing  shade  ! 
Ah,  fields  beloved  in  vain ! 
Where  once  my  otialns  ehilcUMod«tKi^«cU 
A  Btaanger  yet  to  pain ; 
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X  feel  the  gales  that  from  76 1A»W 
A  ]«am«at«y  bliw  boito Wt 
As,  waving  fresh  their  gladsome  wing, 

My  weary  soul  they  seem  to  soothe. 
And,  redolent  of  joy  and  youth, 
Tb  breathe  a  second  sping/' 

At  dinner,  the  family  reassemble,  and  joyfully  compare 
their  recollections,  and  exchange  the  news  of  their  respec- 
tive residences ;  after  it,  reading,  or  more  quiet  and  prolong- 
ed conyeisation,  varied  with  the  music  of  flute  or  pieaao, 
and  the  combination  of  voices  in  song,  psalm  or  glee, 
pleasantly  fill  up  the  day;  the  cheerful  hour  of  twilight 
gives  them  the  society  of  welcome  friends,  or  else  that 
hmnefelt  joy  with  which  no  stranger  intermeddles;  and 
evening  finds  and  leaves  them  happy  in  their  mutual  help 
and  mutual  love,  refreshed  for  the  labors  of  the  coming 
week,  and  joyfully  looking  fonward  to  tiie  next  time  of 
meeting. 

Frequent  fhmily  meetings  like  these  would  make  the 
whole  community  happier  and  better;  and  they  mi^ht  be 
very  frequent,  did  not  a  gloomy  superstition  interpose  a 
double  check  upon  them.  Our  teachers  of  religion,  or 
rather  of  theology,  demand  that  the  Sunday  shall  be  de- 
voted to  them,  and  spent  in  hearing  their  preaching  and 
joining  th^r  ceremonies.  As  Numa  the  Romans,  and 
Moses  the  Hebrews,  they  lead  the  docile  people  of  this  land 
with  a  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord."  But  I  retract  the  compar- 
ison, as  unjust  to  the  great  and  good  men  T  have  named. 
They,  though  not  miraculously  preserved  from  error,  re- 
ceived great  truths  from  God  which  were  not  known  to 
their  contemporaries^  and  led  their  respective  nations  up  to 
higher  degrees  of  wisdcmi  and  virtue.  Those,  themselves 
in  bondage  to  an  obsolete  ritual  and  a  system  of  sectarian 
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bigotry,  seek  to  keep  their  pu]Mte  wder  4he  same  yoke,  and 
to  obrtsruct  flie  light  which  free  thought  and  scientific 
search  are  pouring  around  them;  thesriMe      old  reveht- 
Ham,  not  as  8  step  to  aid  them  to  still  further  progress,  but 
as  an  outward  bulwark  to  be  maintained  agHmt  thon  who 
would  build  y«t  iiigher  towarcb  heaven ;  all  their  reverence 
for  truth  is  expended  in  honoring  the  sepuldms  ei  dmi 
pwphets;  the  im^md  mm  of  tkit  genention  they  assail 
wiA  cones  and  stones,  and  shower  their  datte  of  ^^lafid^** 
and  "Atheist"  upm  tbose        vmrtim  to  dispute  their 
monopoly  of  the  interpretation  of  God's  messages  to  man. 
Moreover,  not  content  with  the  imaaense  wmmk  ftm%t  wMk 
the  general  acquiescence  in  this  pretension  gives  them,  Aey 
instigate  legislative  restrictions  of  our  civil  liberty,  tmi 
mek  to  eioss  our  puWic  highways  (for  railroads  have 
become  such)  against  journeys  of  business  or  plooourot 
Gj»at  Bumhera  of  people,  meehanieS)  laborers,  clerks, 
seamsta-esses  and  others,  whose  occupations  confine  them 
to  the  cily  kom  Mondhiy  oMniing  till  Saturday  night,  might 
often  «njoy  the  pleasure  and  benefit  of  a  Sunday's  visit  to 
their  friends,  if  a  train  of  c^  weet  in  the  maniag  and 
vetnmed  m  the  evening  of  that  day.    But  a  cruel  supersti^ 
ticti,  as  far  removed  from  religion  as  fiooi  hannnity,  hn 
dosed  many  of  diese  avenues,  and  seeks  with  unwearied 
assiduity  to  close  them  all 

What  ft  eaUuaity  would  it  bo  to  ^  city  of  Boston,  what 
an  injury  to  its  health  and  its  morality,  if  the  Common 
should  be  closed  i^Sainst  Sunday  wafldagf'  Yet  ^  would 
be  but  a  further  application  of  the  same  principle  which 
shuts  up  the  raihcoads.  A  late  Mi^  of  New  Yolic  pto- 
vontod  the  public  from  walking  on  Sundays  on  the  banks 
of  the  beautiful  reservoirs  of  Croton  water  Mr  diat  city, 
Aus  depriving  tens  of  thousands  of  the  poorer  classes  of 
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dieir  only  opportunity  i^ugfa  &e  year  4>f  getting  some- 
thing like  country  recreation,  and  breathing  a  purer  air 
than  that  o£  thek  Dttnow  streets  aad  crowded  dwellings. 
Probably  this  man,  in  his  ignorance,  thought  he  was  doing 
Giod  advice  ;'lHit  what  shall  we  say  of  bis  teaehns— men 
who,  choosing  for  their  business  the  acquisition  and  diffu- 
mm  of  religbos  truth,  and  representing  it  as  the  duty  <^ 
the  community  to  come  to  them  and  receive  this  truth  from 
tkeir  lipa^  have  taught  this  inhuman  conduct  under  the 
name  and  with  the  sanctiomi  of  religion  7  What  can  we 
say  less,  than  to  pray  that  the  conunuoity  may  speedily 
find  better  teachers  ? 

Driven  by  superstition  on  one  side,  and  \>y  Mammon  on 
<  the  other,  some  of  tb^jrailniad  managers  have  put  themselves 
in  the  worst  possible  position,  refusing  to  carry  passengers, 
but  continuing  the  transportatitni  of  merchandize  and  the 
mails,  and  thus  making  men  of  less  account  than  cotton  and 
coal.  It  is  unforttmate  that  aU  cannot  have  ike  blessing  o{ 
the  Sunday^s  rest;  but  the  welfare  of  the  community  requires 
that  aome  kinds  of  labor  ahould  be  continued  on  that  day  as 
on  others.  The  farmer  must  milk  and  !eed  his  cows,  the 
table  and  bed  of  each  family  must  he  cared  for,  the  ci^ 
baths  served,  the  city  lamps  filled  and  lighted.  But  com- 
pulsory exceptions  to  the  Sunday's  rest  should  be  made  as 
nirely  as  possUile,  and  especial  care  should  be  taken  that 
those  employed  in  them  should  have  an  equal  share  of  rest 
and  recreation  at  other  times.  The  great  advantages 
springing  from  the  running  of  Sunday  passenger  trains  on 
thfi  lailroads,  render  this  one  of  the  deareift  cases  of  ex- 
cepticm ;  but  no  such  special  advantage  and  public  benefit 
can  he  claimed  for  the  transportation  of  merchandise)  which 
also  requures  more  laborers  for  its  management. 
J^any  people  have,  a  fys^i  that  increased  £aciUtiea  ior  trav- 
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elling  on  Sundays  wiU  increase  the  amount  of  vice  and 
tfissipation  ;  and  it  is  true  that  here,  as  elsewhere,  we  cannot 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  liberty  without  ezposura  to  the  evib 
of  undue  license.    Even  now,  the  towns  around  Boston  are 
often  disturbed  by  the  intemperance  and  piofaneness  of 
some  who  watke  Sunday  exxsnrsions  ffom  this  city,  and  if 
more  of  such  persons  had  the  means  of  travelling,  the  first 
effect  would  undoubtedly  be  to  tittnsfer  more  of  this  annoy- 
ance, on  Sundays,  from  the  city  to  the  country ;  hut  the 
tices  that  cause  1Mb  annoyance  are  not  to  be  overcome  by 
stricter  Sabbatical  laws,  (which  merely  confine,  without 
curing  them,)  but  by  the  appropriate  remedies  Sat  intempe- 
rance, profaneness,  ignorance,  and  the  like.    It  seems  to 
me  that  if  men  and  boys  drink,  smoke  aad  gjassMd  in 
Ae  city  on  Sundays,  it  is  partly  because  they  are  pent  up 
there,  released  from  their  orduiaxy  occupationB,  dqnived.of 
tinir  ordinary  amusements,  and  having  no  pleasures  suited 
to  their  stage  of  cultivation  within  their  reach ;  and,  on  the 
odier  band,  if  a  certain  proportion  of  Aoee  who  do  get 
eut  of  the  city,  at  present,  seem  to  think  still  that  drinking, 
smoking,  gambling  tmd  boisterous  meniment  are  tte  chief 
sources  of  pleasure,  it  is  partly  because  a  misguided  public 
sentiment,  frownbg  alike  upon  all  Sunday  recreation,  ^ 
innocent  as  well  as  the  vicious,  has  goaded  them  into  a 
state  of  reckless  exai^ration  and  defiance,  which  not  only 
scorns  control,  but  carries  a  war  of  retaliation  into  the 
enemy's  country..  It  should  he  noted,  also,  that  the  stigma 
popularly  attached  to  Sunday  recreation,  operates  exten- 
sively in  preventing  respectable  people  firom  sharing  in  it, 
and  thus  fimn  being  a  restraint,  as  they  are  on  other  public 
occasions,  upon  the  vulgar  and  licentious.    The  remedy  for 
fins  deplorable  state  of  thmgs  is  to  difiuse  knowledge,  dispel 
superstition,  and  displace  that  false  theology  which  repre- 
sento  our  beneficent  Father  as  ficowning  upon  such  ioBO- 


cent  and  healthful  recreations  as  WBtlking,  riding,  sail- 
ing and  bathing,  when  they  wcq  px^ctised  Skndaj* 
♦*  Walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  shall  not  fulfH  the  lusts  of  the 
flesh/'  Cultivate  and  encourage  innocent  pleasuxBfi,  and 
guilty  ones  will  be  found  to  hsiTe  less  and  less  attxaction. 

It  should  also  be  said  here,  that  the  evil  above  al- 
luded to  is  not  confined  to  Sunday,  but  exemplifies  a 
trait  of  the  American  character,  which  may  be  seen 
aiBQBg  all  classoa,  Ibe  cidtiTaled  as  well  as  tbe  igaorant, 
every  day  in  the  week.  Our  amusements  are  pursued 
with  less  regaxd  to  the  rights  or  the  com&Mt  of  others  IliaB 
is  found  in  European  communities  of  the  same  stage  of 
civilization.  Public  buildings  are  de&uced  with  tobacco 
stains,  and  carved  names  and  images ;  objects  of  curiosity 
in  our  museums  and  libraries  are  soiled  with  careless  hand- 
Uag ;  the  giayes  at  Mount  Auburn  are  plundered  of  tbeur 
flowers ;  and  a  wealthy  gentleman  near  Boston,  who  had 
kiadly  tfarown  open  his  beautiful  estate  to  the  public  one 
day  in  each  week,  was  obliged  to  recal  that  permission  by 
the  dcy;>red«tiQas  coiamitted  vpm  his  fruit,  fioireis  ud 
Iraildings.  This  disregard  of  what  may  be  called  the  minor 
morals  is  shamefully  common  ajgary^g  us^  and  must  be  oesitt^ 
edied  by  a  more  Aorough  system  of  instrueUos  respeetmg 
rights  and  duties,  a  more  careful  public  and  private  educat* 
tioD,  the  difiusi<m  of  useful  knowledge,  and  the  eiicourage-> 
ment  of  innocent  recreation. 

I  have  thus  fiur  spok^  only  of  the  wa3rs  in  which  &e 
Siraday  can  be  used  for  one's  own  pleasure  and  benefit. 
These  wi^  oootiast  very  &vorably  with  the  useless  (and 
therefore,  in  this  case,  injurious)  formalities  to  which  that 
day  is  geaeialjly  d^¥«ii6d.  But  it^  hams  may  be  stiU  m&m 
profitably  spent. 

"The  Son  of  Man cauo^  not  to  he  nunisteied  uoto,  but  to 
mioist^r,^'  If   th^  true  use  of  great  men  is  to  serve  the 
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httle,"  the  true  juse  of  having  knowledge,  wealth,  supera- 
twndant  external  comforts,  is  to  impart  of  them  to  those 
who  have  none.  To  the  Christian,  who  sees  each  member 
of  the  hmnaa  race  to  be  his  brother  or  sister,  because,  like 
himself,  a  child  of  the  Father  in  heaven — to  the  man  of 
IHrivate  beneficence,  wiio  wishes  to  see  tfiat  Hie  aid  he 
can  give  is  applied  in  the  most  efficient  manner — and  to 
the  tender-hearted  woman  who  ^es  to  see  eveiy  fiuse  that 
Ae  accosts  brightened  with  a  smile,  and  ever  rejoices  most 
when  that  tribute  comes  from  faces  that  mtely  hsve  caose 
to  smile— -to  these  the  Sunday's  rest  brings  precious  oppor- 
tunities for  doing  good. 

It  has  been  well  said,  that  one-half  the  world  knows  not 
how  the  other  half  lives.  But  it  is  also  true,  that  our  indif- 
^Owae»  to  tiie  wants  and  sufferings  of  others  springs  quite 
as  much  from  contented  selfishness  as  from  igmurance. 
We  show  as  much  fortkude  m  bearing  the  privations  of 
the  poor,  as  the  surgeon  in  bearing  the  paui  of  the  operatioa 
he  performs  upon  his  pati^ 

We  make  parties  of  pleasure  to  visit  the  State  Prison 
and  the  Alms  House,  and  heartlessly  pnuse  tfie  neatness, 
Ae  good  order,  the  excellent  arrangements  of  those  insti- 
tutions, without  once  refiectmg  that  to  be  the  subject  of 
those  "  eaeeellent  arrangements**  would  be  perfect  misery  to 
us ;  without  once  thinking  how  greasy  practical  Christianity 
would  modify  those  estaUishments,  or  by  what  means  its 
light  and  love  may  be  brought  to  hear  upon  them. 

The  blessmgs  w^  which  Boston  abounds  are  fimnliw  to 
us,  and  we  talk  proudly  of  many  of  them  as  common  to  aU, 
foi^etting  the  thousands  whose  neeessaiy  labor  leaves  tinra 
no  time  even  for  such  indulgences  as  may  be  obtained 
without  other  expense;  yes,  thousands  of  BostoB  people 
hive  DO  tune  between  Bfonday  morning  and  Saturday  night 

4* 
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even  to  take  a  walk  on  the  Comwoa,  aod  yet,  if  they  devote 
the  Sunday  to  that  healthful  recreation,  they  are  frowned 
upon  as  Sabbath-breakers, 

How  many  of  us  have  explcwed  the  narrow  lanes,  the 
dbty  alleys,  the  crowded  and  filthy  courts  of  Bof^m  i  U«m 
many  of  us  have  penetrated  into  the  close  garrets  and  V 
the  damp  cellars  of  thp^e  region;^,  alijfee  filthy,  unvealiUUed, 
and  crowded  with  human  beings,  where  one  room  must 
suffice  for  all  the  wants  of  a  large  family,  in  sickness  and 
tolth,  hjy  d^  and  by  ni|^t  ?  What  proportion  of  the  small 
number  who  have  made  these  investigations,  have  made 
them  with  the  hearty  purpose  of  relieving  some  of  the  want 
and  distress  there  visible,  and  how  many  have  been  aroused 
by  the  povexty*  the  ignorance,  the  vice,  the  fiUh  and  the 
stench  there  encountered,  to  any  thing  more  efficacious  than 
a  wish  that  those  evils  could  be  rexoedied  i  ^ 

Here  is  employment  for  the  Sunday,  which  may  make 
it  indeed  a  blessed  day  to  the  spuls  and  bodies  of  both  giver 
and  receiver.   Actual  want  exists  in  abundance,  want  of 
bread,  and  clothes,  and  fire,  and  medical  aid,  the  sight  of 
which,  and  the  iny^ulse  to  relieve  it,  and  the  effixt  of  think- 
ing how  it  may  best  be  relieved,  and  the  act  of  reducjj^g 
these  thoughts  to  pr«ctk;e.  wiU  accomplish  a  far  better  sanc- 
tification  of  Sunday  than  even  an  attentive  listeni^^g  to  even 
the  best  sermons  that  are  to  be  heard  in  Boston.   Food,  > 
clothing,  medicine,  material  help  of  some  kind,  is  needed 
by  thousands  every  Sunday  within  the  narrow  limits  of  this 
dty,  and  Sunday  is  the  very  day  on  which  one  can  best  find 
who  nee4s  aid^i      best  arrange  the  best  means  of  impart* 

Sunday  is  a  good  day  for  visiting  the  sick.  Not  the  si<* 
who  are  of  "  thy  kinsfolk,  or  thy  rich  neighbors,"  who  have 
m  wanjr  visitorsjpr  th^ir  w^lf^^.  ^l  .tlj^.iegt  of  tl^e  w^ 
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and  who  therefore  particularly  need  a  day  of  **  rest,"  but 
the  sick  who  need  something  that  you  ean  do,  or  give,  and 
which  will  not  be  done  or  given  unless  by  you.  Do  you 
know  no  such  persons?   Ask  your  physician;  ask  any 

Dispensary  physician ;  ask  any  one  of  the  Ministry  at  Large, 

and  you  will  hear  of  numer4Mis  instaacee  ia  vhicb  fiisnntinl 
aid  can  be  rendered  to  the  sick  poor. 

"  Tb^  destrucUon  of  the  poor  is  theur  pov^vty.''  Many, 
many  &mUies  among  the  130,000  people  of  Boston,  are 
so  poor,  that  they  canTwt  econommi  so  ignoiant,  that  tii^ 
cannot  use  even  their  small  means  to  the  best  advantage ; 
and  so  friendless,  that  they  know  no  one  who  can  timsk 
them  helter.   Much  of  tbe  suffering  resulting  from  this 
oemWnation  of  ignorance  and  want  naturaiiy  iails  upon  the 
sick.   Mai^  *  wife  and  awlfaer  knows  not  how  to  make  the 
most  common  application,  or  to  give  the  most  common  aid 
tiiat  sickness  re^uii^i  £»qnendy  no  pencm  in  ^  ftmily 
knows  either  how  to  prepare  food  or  to  administer  medicine 
aiii^t;  frequentiiy  the  «hi«C  efW>  of  the  anse  is  eiisiciwd 
to  keep  from  the  patient  parched  with  fever,  or  the  woman 
in  child-bed,  that  iresh  air  and  «old  water  wbiuk  iktk  eesH 
fcft  and  wel£ire  alike  demand.    MwA  of  the  food  and 
medicine  furnished  to  the  poor  by  chadtaUe  ioititatioBs  and 
henevcdent  individuals  is  wasted  or  misapplied,  by  this  igno- 
rance of  those  who  receive  it.    Whole  famiiu>a  o^|^ 
dweUings,  their  beds  and  &eir  persons  to  continue  incrusted 
with  dirt  and  infested  with  vermin,  without  an  attempt  to 
remove  them,  and  live  imtnm  yesrto  year  in  an  atmos- 
phere  perfectly  pestilential,  and  yet  wonder  what  makes 
them  so  frequently  sick.    Girls  grow  up  to  women,  and 
women  become  mothers,  in  such  ignorance  of  their  own 
bodies  that  they  may  at  any  time  4mtnf  tiie  1k«1&  and 
comfort  ef  their  whole  lives  by  a  momentary  act  which*  to 

tbm  ymM.  m.mm  ^^i(^  mt^\tdmm^mi  Heie  is  * 


SJfSDAX  OCCQPAXIOHi. 


wide  field  for  the  exer^se  ef  Ghiis^m  phflasduropy.  How 

can  an  intelligent  woman  spend  the  Sunday  better  than  in 
teaching  tfwee  poor  fetMlmi  ones  the  necessities  of  tdek- 
ness  and  the  laws  of  health?  Even  if  it  were  a  good 
thing  in  itself  for  her  to  sit  in  her  pe^,  and  hear  the 
clergyman  again  repeat  the  round  of  formalities  which  she 
has  witnessed  twice  a  mek  iktmf^  her  whole  hfe,  is  it  not 
a  far  better  thing  to  use  this  day,  when  both  she  and  those 
whom  she  would  ^erve  have  more  leisure  than  on  any  other 
day  of  the  week,  in  teaching  her  poor  sisters  how  and  why 
they  should  keep  themselves  and  their  dwellings  clean; 
how  to  prize  and  how  to  nse  the  Mesnngs  of  air  and  water; 
how  to  prepare  food  so  that  it  shall  become  palatable  with- 
out ceasing  to  be  notritioiiB;  how  to  provide  for  the  heahh 
and  comfort  of  infants  and  their  mothers ;  and  how  to  give  the 
needful  cares,  inth  least  fetigue  and  diseomfeit,  to  the  dck  ? 

But  here  an  accursed  superstition  raises  its  voice,  and, 
fidsely  chMMiing  to  speak  m  ike  name  oi  Jesns,  dinniades 
men  from  the  very  works  that  He  most  earnestly  enjoined, 
if  they  are  done  on  Sunday,  wimi  they  can  most  cooTcni- 
ently  and  most  elfectivdiy  be  done.  Visiting  the  sick  on 
Sundays  is  stigmatized  as  a  matter  of,  at  least,  doubtful 
propriety,  and  the  formafities  called  puUks  worship  are 
contrasted  with  it  as  purer  and  holier  exercises.  Read  the 
fioUowing,  which  I  cut,  years  ago,  from  one  of  the  most  pop- 
dar  religious  newspapers  in  Boston : — 

rorllM  CbaUOMm  WatdnnHk 

QUERY. 

Is  it  right  for  professors  of  reli^on  to  Tint  the  sick  on  the  Sstb- 
both,  when  th^  might  find  time  to  go  on  a  week  day }  By  famish- 
ing an  snsw^  to  the  above  qaiaj,  lir.  Editor*  ye«  wiU  fpreatly 
oWge  one  who  is  intwwrtpd,  |. 

Kit  is  lawful  to  do  good  on  ike  Sabbath  day,"  and  should  the 
providence  of  God  throw  a  fellow-creature  &  fwtress  within  our 
reach,  we  could  perform  no  more  acceptable  secflse  thaft  to  afford 
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the  needed  relief.  It  would,  we  doubt  not,  be  pleasing  to  God,  if, 
m  relieving  human  wo,  we  should  not  only  deny  ourselves  some 
temporal  comfort,  but  even  forego  opportunities  for  spiritual  im- 
provement. But  yet,  the  Sabbath  w  as  given  to  man  to  be  kept 
holy,  as  a  season  of  spiritual  communion  with  God  and  with  his 
people,  for  solemn  worship,  for  the  study  of  his  word,  for  self- 
examination,  and  secret  prayer.  Nothing  should  divert  the  Chris- 
tian from  these  duties  except  uzgent  necessity,  and  nothing  will,  if 
he  deUgkts  lb  spifitnal  teaA  mfy  etereiMfe.  The  Christian  who 
finds  his  highest  joy  in  offering  spiritual  sacrifLces  to  God,  will  be 
careful  to  do  all  lus  alms  deeds  during  the  week.  The  visiting  of 
flie  8i^  w91  n0v«r  teeoMe  kaMtaal  with  Mm  mi  ikit  Loxd's  dtcy. 
He  will  *«fiad  time  to  go  on.  a  wede  day,"  so  that  he  can  devote 
tibe  whole  Sabbath  to  purer  and  holier  exercises.  But  should  l]ie 
providence  of  Ood,  in  a  nuuttiMr  mAmabm  to  Mn*  easltbe  dtstiaMi 
ed  within  his  way,  he  will  not,  with  Pluaisaie  sanctity,  pass  by 
without  affording  relief;  he  wiUl  then  see  that  God  **wul  hare 
mercy,  and  not  sacrifice.**  Soeh  oceasiiMns  wfll  be  ti»  eeteeptfoiii 
and  not  the  rule  in  such  a  state  of  society  as  ours ;  and  every  pro- 
fessor of  religion,  who  is  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  sii^  on  the 
Sabbath,  should  carefuUy  exaaune  whether  the  eaoasls  a  illllnj  to 

Eemember,  reader,  that  Jesus  came  to  seek,  as  w^li  as 
to  sare,  those  that  were  lost;  remember  that  in  his  parable 
of  the  last  judgment,  he  represents  help  to  the  sick  and 
afflicted  as  one  of  the  weightiest  circumstances  in  deciding 
whether  we  shall  be  approved  or  disapproved  by  our  Maker; 
remember  that  He  was  #o  )smmu  as  «t  systematic  Sabbath- 
breaker  to  the  Jews,  that  they  concluded  from  this  circum- 
stance alone  that  He  could  iiqt  be  from  their  God;  and 
remember  that  the  very  argument  by  which  He  maintained 
His  right  to  heal  the  sick  on  the  Sabbath  was  a  denial  q£ 
the  assertion  in  their  fourth  commandment,  that  Ood  had 
rested  on  the  seventh  day,*  and  that  therefore  men  should 
rest;  and  then  imagine  the  extremity,  either  of  ignorance 
or  presumption,  necessary  to  enable  a  clergymaa  to  decl«ure 
himiielf  a,  milliliter  of  that  very  Jesus,  and  yet  to  censure 
tibe.-m£m  who  relieves  the  sick  on  Sunday,  unless  "  the  pr^y- 
■■■  -  •  ■•  .         .  .  -   ^     _  _  .     ,  .  ' 
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Mence  of  God,  in  a  maimer  unforeseen  to  him,  cast  the  dis- 
tressed within  his  way." 

The  iHPefereiice  of  use  ta  form,  of  benefit  to  ceremony, 

is  an  invariahle  ehaxa6texisti&  of  ChmtiaBity^  it  seeito 

dear,  therefore,  that  the  wwk  of  giving  actual  aid  to  a 

distressed  brother  or  sister  must  always  take  preeedenee  of 

public  prayer,  preadnug  and  p*a1m-singing.   If  attendance 

on  these  services  is  represented  as  an  absolute  duty,  I  deny 

k,  and  demand  ^oof ;  if  it  is  meinfy  a  IbimaHty,  it  must 

ffve  way  when  practical  duties  are  waiting  to  be  done ;  and 

if  it  is  enjcnned  as  the  prepanrtioa  fst  md  iocitenient  to 

those  duties,  it  must  equally  give  way  when  the  work  is 

ready,  and  the  workman  midentands  how  to  do  it«   Tto  say 

otherwise  would  be  to  make  preparation  more  important 

than  work;  afanrpening  the  ac^^  mmn  nafortaiit  tlraa 
nowing. 

The  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  is  another  woik  which, 
if  foithfttUy  done,  would  emmenlly  sanctify  and  improve  the 
Sunday ;  the  first  Sunday  schools  were  established,  not  for 
tiie  incukation  of  theological  dogmas,  but  to  teaeli  ehtldren 
to  read.  Hundreds  of  children,  not  belonging  to  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  entirely  destitute  of  other  instmction,  might 
be  induced  to  improve  the  Sunday's  leisure  in  learning  to 
read,  if  people  could  be  found  who  eaied  enough  for  ^tmt 
souls  and  bodies  to  offer  such  services!  Hundreds  of 
adults,  who,  through  negligence  or  misfortune,  hare  grown 
up  ignorant  of  reading  and  writing,  would  willingly  labor  to 
gain  this  knowledge  on  Sunday,  if  the  means  were  provided  ! 
Thousands  of  those  who  have  enjoyed  and  improved  the 
means  of  a  common  education,  would  rejoicC  to  attend  the 
leetaies  of  «OBipetent  petsooB  on  seienee  and  art,  on  history, 
on  the  philosophy  of  matter  and  mind,  and  on  the  principles 
which  i^MMild  regulate  tnde,  polities,  and  sodal  Kfe,  if  Sun- 
day, their  only  leisure  day,  afforded  such  opportunities.  If 
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there  W€re,  as  there  sbeukl  be  in  every  tows,  a  large  pufaiie 
lAiaiy,  either  perfectly  free,  or  accessible  by  a  fee  so  small 
as  to  be  within  the  means  of  every  one,  who  can  doubt  that 
mmy  of  the  Sondays  now  divided  between  superstitious 
formalities  and  idle  lounging  would  be  usttftdty  employed, and 
preserved  fiwm  their  prosMrt  double  dosecralioB  The  fadwr 
and  expense  of  establishing  such  libraries,  and  such  seiiook 
and  courses  of  kctiues  as  I  bam  iMBtiaaed,  wM  not  mriy 
be  good  seed,  but  would  insure  the  production  of  good  fruit,  a 
hundred  fold,  in  the  mental  infMoveneat  «imI  awnd  elopa 
tion  o£  the  community. 

It  is  a  great  privilege  to  hear  the  euefully- imtten  di»^ 
courses  of  persons  most  competent  to  teach  in  religion, 
politics,  art,  science  and  literature,  but  theie  is  also  pimt 
advantage  in  fiwe  and  extemporaneous  discussion  conducted 
by  a  popular  assembly.  It  is  good  for  the  people  to  meet 
together  and  etmpwe  opinions,  where  not  one  side  and  one 
person  only,  but  all  sides  and  all  persons  have  a  chance  to 
be  hear4.  At  psesent,  &m4om  fornny  penon  to  advocate 
any  side  of  the  designated  subject  in  a  public  meeting  ■ 
almost  unknown,  except  among  the  afcolitionisis ;  ewlainly, 
such  freedom  does  not  exist  in  political  or  religious  meet- 
ings ;  in  all  the  former  and  almost  all  the  latter^  Tniinon  mb 
forbidden  to  speak,  and  in  none  of  them  is  it  allowed  to 
present  opinions  essentially  difl^iing  from  those  of  the 
n^ority.  Imagae  Ihe  tnnniit  that  would  arise  if  a  Demo- 
crat should  attempt  to  speak  in  a  Whig  meeting,  or  n 
Uiytaiiaa  hiMi  <>fthod«x  ineetHigi  Sueh  assemblies  keep 
iie  people  who  attend  them  in  a  partial  and  prejudiced 
state,  and  need  to  he  seplaeed,  or  at  least  eewlMbaianeod, 
by  others  founded  on  a  more  liberal  system.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  intelligence  and  wolfiwa  of  the  people  would 
very  greatly  promoted  by  having  a  public  hall  in  .each  town 
thrown  open  eyery  .Smda^  Sat  &m  immmmf  at  fkm 
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in  turn,  all  the  subjects  per- 
taming  to  human  happiness  and  welfim,  and  by  the  ewn- 
pwciasft  of  opposing  views  upon  each  subject,  prejudice 
would  be  dispelled,  knowled^  exteodad,  aophiMBs  exposed 
fYik  wad  th^  nmdies  made  known,  and  men  brought 
into  better  acquaintance  and  better  harmony  wilb^eaieh  odwr. 
^  teko  a  siat^  «tt»ple:  If  die  question  of  war  with 
Mexico  had  been  left  to  be  decided  by  the  whole  peopla, 
(as  U  should  ha*e  hiie«^  a«d  had  been  debated  for  weeks 
and  noBthe  in  such  meetings  as  I  have  aupposed,  can  any 
one  imagine  that  that  atrockma  Invaabii  wooid  ha^ 
hmm  perpetmted?  or,  if  the  people,  men  and  women,  even 
without  hatmg  the  power  to  dectd*.  Ae  qaaslionv  ha*  met 
tog^  ev«fy  Sunday  to  debate  it  from  the  time  it  was  first 
broached  by  the  Executive^  can  any  oi»  imagine  tliet  pi»ty 
feeling  would  have  raoeeeded  ao  extensively  as  it  did  in 
silencmg  the  voice  of  religion,  justice  and  humanity,  m  the 
prosecutioA  and  support  of  that  war  i 

As  the  welfare  of  the  body  must  enter  laigely  into  evenr 
wise  plan  for  the  impsovemeiit.  of  thft  hyman  nice,  espeeial 
pioviaiQn.  should  be  made  in  this  department  on  the  days  of 
freedom  from  ordinary  business.   Fublie  baths  of  eveiy 
hi&dahoiiU  be  open  on  Smidays  at  Ae  lowest  possible  price 
Wesley  fell  short  of  the  truth  when,  ha  said  that  ebanliaeM 
ii  aeast  to  godliaess;  it  is  a  part  of  godfincss,  not  to  be 
neglected  by  any  one  who  would  make  his.b©dy  a  fit  tenmfo 
fi)r  the.  Holy  Ghost    Peisomd  neatness  is  a  matter  sohn- 
portant  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  communis  that 
evexy  inducementiOiouhi  be  ofienid  to  the  dass  most  negli- 
gent  on  this  sulgect  to  attend  to  it ;  and  if,  after  the  estab. 
lishment  of  cheap  bathing4iouses^  Ae  people  fcr  whom  they 
MB  designed  ^oidd  be  found  to  be  indisposed  to  pay  two  or 
three  cents  for  the  use  of  them,  !  mahe.  no  hesilatioit  in 
ngwigi  lhat  H  wwU  b*  «wiBe  economy  lb»  Ihe  city  goywi^ 
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mem  to  give  such  baths  freely,  and  even  to  give  a  loaf  of 
bread  to  such  persons  as  will  not  submit  la  «  tiieiwigh 
«ta«wing  wiiKMit  -  -They  wouid  soon  learn  to  prize  the 
bath  for  its  own  sake,  and  then  one-half  the  risk  of  ^ver 
•Ad  oholeia .  wmdd  •  be  femeved. 

Public  gymnasiums,  too,  shodd  be  open  on  Sundays,  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who4Mad  8iK$h  exereHe^  These  esteb- 
Hshmei^  aw  especially  desirable  for  persons  of  both  sexes, 
whose  bodies  Ace  inisgulaify  developed  through  (he  exelii- 
swe  ex^wMe  of  one  set  of  muscles  in  their  trade  or  profes- 
sion, and  for  those  who  have  become  geneially  naoi  yatod 
hy  neglect  of  att  ae#fe  occupation.  They  would  also  be  a 
valuable  resource  for  otimt,  wheajdie  weather  ioibids^oiifr- 
dasf  anwoiso. 

Sunday  is  preeminently  a  good  day  in  which  to  labor  for 
the  ahatitiMiof  pefwilar  viaes^  The  leism  t»  hear,  wlM 
the  people  enjoy  on  that  day^^s  been  so  used  as  to  misdi- 
rect and  retard  the  developaaBl  of  .thair  minds  and  ssmIb, 
and  this  result  has  been  favored  by  the  timidity  of  reform- 
ers, who  have  usually  yielded,  the-  Sunday  le  its  eJesieal 
menopoUsts^  in  A»  hope  of  tiins  averting  their  opposition 
from  the  lecture  on  Peace,  Anti-Slavery,  or  some  other 
mSma  » ^'^sacwtar  ^^.efaaractery  n^h  might  thus  secure 
audience  and  acceptance  on  a  "  week-day  "  evening.  But, 
heeeiw  IB  ntfaar  csaeff»^ni«|iiiniBci  Iws  heaa  found  to  infaro, 
nere  than  it  benefits,  the  cause  of  truth ;  and  we  owe  to  the 
abolitionists  the  ""^fi^mkiiMiff  adysntsgiMi  whiah  iMire  nsvllsd 
ivmn  thwr  jmaetical  recognition  of  the  truth,  that  time  is  best 
sanctified  by  using.it  for  the  benefit  of  maskiBd. 
^The  hanwsl  is  great,  but  the  laboreie  are  few.  The  field 
is  THE  woHLD — and  the  world  lieth  ia  wickedness ;  and  the 
wwfeof  Ihia  wioirsdaaBO>  the  •Ksnaioii  of  man  from  his 
brother,  is  defended  and  pei^etoUy^  by  .th^.  priftft^^.^  ^ 
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all  nations  and  sects,  who  either  directly  inA»|ffate  it  as  a 
ie%ous  duty,  or  ne^raseiit  it  a*  a  matter  of  self^vident 
necessity  and  propriety.  The  Jew,  clinging  to  the  obsolete 
scriptures  of  bis  musss^  looHm  xsj^  the  Gentile  with  con- 
tempt and  hatred ;  the  Mussulman,  cherishing  the  spirit  of 
his  sanguinary  proi»bet,  legaxds  both  Jew  and  ChrirtiaA  as 
^u^lieymg  dogs^;  the  Brahmin  represents  the  separa- 
tion, by  caste,  of  the  difierent  tcibes  of  his  oatiea  lioiii  eaoh 
«thsr,  and  of  all  from  sAl  foreigners,  as  among  the  most 
sacred  duties  of  religion ;  the  clergy  of  the  United  States 
teach  thai  a  aiiiiifaur  sepMate  of  whites  from  blacks  is  the 
dictate  of  propriety  and  expediency,  and  perfectly  in  accords 
ms»  with  the  xeli^on  of  Chnrt;  tka  elergy  of 'the  English 
church  are  the  staunchest  upholders  of  that  oppressive  sys^ 
tem  of  political  aad>«oeMa8tieal  diwtinnliioae  which  has  now 
goaded  the  weaker  and  poorer  classes  almost  to  the  point  of 
a  Uoody  revoiutioa  ;  the  JUwiatt  Catholic  prieatbeed  with* 
dmw  their  flocks  as  much  as  possible  from  the  influence 
of  those  whom  tbey  .call  beretica;  and  all  tbase  derieal 
hedies  give  their  eoanteBance  and  support  to  the  wars  waged 
by  their  respective  governments,,  bowevec  m^mt^  tmstmumt 
wmk  isnngiiinary  these  may  be. 

The  clergy  of  our  country  talkmuch  about  brothecheed, 
fellenmfa^  aad  imioii,  but  the  aNiaiiee  which  they  seek 
is  merely  a  professional  alliance ;  their  brotherhood  is  a 
hBOthexfaoed  of  spintoal  leadei%«Ml  the  amoo  th^  recora- 
mend  to  the  laity  is  an  united  acceptance  of  their  teaching 
aii4  acquiescence  in  thrar  nOea  And  iiot  only  is  their  seal 
mainly  coocteirtfeted  upon  this  point,  but  they  show  them- 
selves eitbex  ind^rent  or  «dvense  to^  plaas  ler  it»  doser 
wiion  of  men-  ms  men,  irrespective  of  sectarian  distinctions. 
An  ezamiuatioA  of  the  histoEy  of  J2e£bia^  and  ^f  >  lhe«ei^ 
mmm  ttid  »Iigious  newspapers  (almost  invariably  edited  by 
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clergymen)  of  the  present  day,  wffl  show  abimdaat  evidence 
ui  this  ftct    How  few  clei^jrmen  have  joined  Elihu  Bur- 
titt's  "  League  of  Universal  Brotherhood,"  which  pledgee 
its  members  nevet  to  enlirt  or  enter  any  army  or  navy,  or 
to  yield  any  voluntary  support  or  sanction  to  the  preparation 
for  or  proseou^of  any  war^  and  to  eeek  the  abolition  of 
aM  institutions  and  customs  which  do  not  recognize  and 
respect  the  image  of  God  and  a  hwnui  brother  m  erery 
naan,  of  whatever  clime,  color,  or  condition  of  humanity ! 
When  William  Lloyd  Garrison  commenced  the  Aati  Siarery 
enterprise,  and  WilHam  Ladd  the  advocacy  of  Peace,  in 
New  England,  they  found  the  clergy  entirely  indiSeieirt  to 
4hoae  subjects ;  end  whett,«  few  years  after,  this  unfaithful- 
ness  was  censured  as  it  deserved  by  the  lecturers  on  Antir 
Slavery  and  JNon-BesistaDoe,  the  iadligeieBoe  of^^  dergy 
Iteieame  hostility,  and  has  continued  such  to  the  present 
moment.    What  clergyman  has  Ihithfully  lehiiked  4^0^ 
gregatioB  fer  tliev  onchristian  treatment  of  the  colored 
people,  in  banishing  them  to  the  most  ineonveaient  And  «b- 
deMaUe  p««  of -tlMir  hoose  of  worship  ?    When  the  com- 
mittee of  Park  Street  Church,  some  yeais  ago,  i«  dgfiaraoo 
aot  oofy  of  Christiaiiity,  hot  of  iaw  «ma  justice,  forciMy 
excluded  a  worthy  colored  man  from  the  pew  which  he  bad 
bou^t  and  paid  for  OB  ^  fleer  of  dieir  IHeeting-hottse,  fiet 
«  word  of  censure  Was  heard  from  the  pulpit  respecting  this 
act  of  bigb-bauded  oppressien.   We  honor  ^  oeiaage  and 
^iwffiadiiilioii  of  Jesus  in  holding  up  the  clergy  of  his  time 
to  especial  reprobation  for  their  indifermee^  tiwetomisef 
hmnanity,  in  «he  paraMe  -rf  #ie  good  Samaritan ;  but  if  he 
were  again  to  come  on  earth,  be  would  find  that  our  Priests 
— d  hmim  mo  ieayr  eemopt  Ihemeelpee  wHh  passing  by 
the  suffering  and  oppressed  on  the  other  side,  but  assail  dw 
laoeik  SnnriHB»  with^  iiiaite»  earossiai^  «mmI  etflmOoas 
accusations.    The  Purifen,  edited  by  a  clergyman,  iueeis  at 
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the  «  Pmomi'u  Friend  "as  the  *♦  Mttrdexet^s  Friend  " ;  the 
Reflector,  edited  by  a  clergyman,  represents  the  conductors 
af  the  "  Prisoner's  Friend  "  as  «TCCHiiaging  the  vices  of  the 
malefactors  they  are  trying  to  reform;  the  Traveller, 
edited  by  a  clergyman,  ridicules  the  ndble  and  eminentlj 
Christian  motto,  "  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity,"  as  "  the 
lebel-cry  of  infatuated  France";  and  a  clergyman  eminent 
i&tpiefp  in  my  own  native  town,  on  being  requested  to  give 
the  aid  of  his  name  to  a  plan  for  supplying  to  convicts 
dischaiged  from  our  State  Prison  the  means  of  gaining  an 
honest  livelihood,  gave  me  this  among  other  reasons  for 
refusing;  the  diffieidty  which  disdiargsd  convicts  find  in 
ofytaining  honest  employment  is  part  of  the  penalty  which 
God  has  ordained  for  sin,  and  I  have  m  diapaaitiQi»  to  inlM^ 
few  with  this  arrangement." 

I  say,  then,  that  Sunday,  which  has  been  used  by  the 
M  a  means  oi  o^pomUkm  to  reform,  should  now  be 
diligently  occupied  in  its  service,  by  all  who  find  themselves 
called  of  God  to  this  wiak.   Let  intempei^aiice  and  impu- 
rity, slavery  and  war,  selfish  monopoly  and  exclusive  patri- 
otism, 8U|»erstition  and  iatoieiam^  ^  enwl  prejudiee  ^ 
assails  the  colored, race,  and  the  present  treatment  of  crime 
by  punishment  instead  of  relbrauitioa,  be  ezhiyt«d  oa  fim- 
in  their  tame  light,  as  foolish  as  they  are  wicked,  as 
much  a  sacrifice  of  happiness  as  of  virtue.    Let  those  who 
have  a  heart  to  feel  the  evil  which  these  vices  are  inflicting 
on  the  present  generation,  and  laying  up  in  store  fbr  poster^ 
ity,  an  eye  to  see  the  fenedy,  tmd  a  voice  of  persuasion  to 
make  others  see  and  feel  what  they  do,  sanctify  the  Sunday 
fay  boldly  speaking  the  tnuh  thai  has  been  given  ^lem.  The 
signs  of  the  times  show  tiMtt  those  who  are  earnest  in  this 
work  will  not  now  fail  of  an  audience.  . 

ISie  last  tofMC  which  I  shall  mention,  and  one  of  the' most 
important  of  those  to  which  the  xegeneiatod  Su«da^  sbould 
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be  devoted,  is  the  preaching  and  hearing  of  the  truths  of 
religion. 

There  is  abundance  of  preaching  about  religion  eveiy 
Sunday  in  our  meeting-houses,  and  of  coarse  ^  preaching 
contiuns  much  troth  ;  but  so  many  vicious  elements  are 
combmed  with  this  truth  as  amply  to  justify  thelerms  of 
eondemna^  I  have  used.    Theology  is  preached  for 
religion,  and  a  false  theology  for  the  true ;  and  some  of  ^ 
most  essential  and  practical  elements  of  religious  truth  are 
either  not  preached  at  all,  or  stated  with  such  limitations  as 
to  lose  th^  chief  efficacy.    No  word  is  more  abused  by 
fcctitious  and  false  representations  than  the  word  GospeL 
We  we  told  that  it  raewis  **  good  news,"  but  the  representa- 
Hen  usually  given  of  it  approves  itself  as  good  news  to  but 
a  very  smaU  proportion  of  the  human  femily,  and  to  these 
mMidy  for  a  selfish  reason,  the  immunity  from  hell  which 
they  suppose  to  have  been  secured  by  it  to  their  own  inch- 
i^duai  aoale;  It  is  a  manifest  fact,  that  them^ty  of  those 
who  profess  to  lead  a  religious  life  in  this  oountij  weie  M 
<Miffiially  attracted  by  the  beauty  airil  excellence  of  religion 
in  itself,  but  urged  by  fears  of  hell  to  seek  the  only  way  of 
escape  from  heU.    God  is  described  by  the  clei^,  to  Aose 
whom  they  <S<B  « impenitent  sinners,"  as  an  awful  Judge, 
sitting  on  a  great  white  throne  afer  off  in  heaven,  and 
keeping  a  great  hook,  in  which  he  records  all  their  sins  ;  so 
Hidignant  at  each  individual  ofience,  whether  of  deed,  word 
or  tiiougfat,1hKt  evvHilf  that  were  the  only  guilt  of  a  whole 
life,  he  would  sentence  its  perpetrator  to  bum  in  tonaenW 
through  a  whole  eternity,  oniess  his  anger  were  appeased 
by  the  persuasions  and  satisfied  by  the  sinless  suffering  of 
his  beneficent  Son ;  and  nKMrad  to  feed  the  fire  of  liell  with 
fuel  of  soflfering  souls  for  ever  and  ever,  by  a  regard  for 
his  own  glory,  which,  is  affifmed  to  i»  prauMted  tiwieby. 
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It  k  midenMibte  that  this  is  an  essential  paxt  of  the  descrip- 
tion given  of  God  by  the  great  body  of  the  clergy  through- 
out our  ooontry.  What  wonder^  then,  that  £mr  him 
rather  than  love  him ;  seek  his  favor  rather  as  a  refuge 
against  the  still  more  t^nibie  devil,  than  beeause  he  is  lovely 
and  attractive  in  himself ;  seek  religion  rather  as  an  insur- 
ance against  heU-£re,  than  as  a  present  b^iefit  to  theii  bodies 
and  souls ;  and  express  the  supposed  facts  of  conversion  and 
regeneration  by  saying  that  the  sul^ject  of  them  has.  "  ob- 
tained a  hope"? 

No  greater  misfortune  can  befal  a  community  than  to 
bare  a  false  idea  of  God  fixed  ia  their  minds,  by  an  elabo- 
rate system  of  instruction,  extending  from  the  cradle  to  the 
gimve.  Since  the  perfectioiiB  of  God  must  at  leas^  equal 
the  highest  and  noblest  idea  we  can  form,  to  represent  him 
as  in  any  particular  or  in  any  degrae  less  easedUent  than 
our  highest  and  noblest  idea,  must  do  us  a  double  injury  ; 
di^grading  (in  our  own  minds)  the  c^ct  of  our  veoeiation 
and  worship,  and  lowering  the  standard  of  excellence  to 
.  which  our  own  souls  should  aspire.  The  imperfections  and 
vices  of  gods  have  always  been  imitated  by  their  w<»ship- 
pers.  Thus  the  Greeks  were  sensual,  the  Romans  rapa- 
cious, the  Scandinavians  Uood-thirsty,  the  Jews  vain,  jealous 
and  intolerant,  the  New  Zealanders  cruel,  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States  sel&sh,  exduaive  and  opptessive. 

No  country  more  eminently  needs  the  true  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  than  our  own ;  not  only  to  counteract^  for  our 
own  sakes,  the  false  notions  of  religion  and  morality  now 
porevalent  among  us,  but  that  our  immense  and  cpnstanHy 
increasing  influence  upon  other  nations  may  purify  and  bless, 
instead  of  corrupting  them.  The  vigor  and  enterprise  of 
die  New  England  character .  are  penetrating  into  every 
corner  of  the  earth,  and  leaving  theli  stamp  wherever  Jli§^ 


go;  a  mixed  influence,  with  some  good  and  many  evil 
ingredients.  We  de^e  heathendom  and  Christendom  also 
with  missioaaries,  who  substitute  one  set  of  supersddons  fiur 
another,  as  far  as  their  proselytism  takes  effect,  but  who 
eammt  leach  Chri$iianity,  becaiise  they  have  never  learned 
it.  Men  educated  in  a  country  in  which  the  vices  of  caste, 
war  and  slavery  no^  ooiy  exist,  but  are  demiBaBt  and  triun- 
phant,  and  who  are  accustomed  at  home  not  only  to  give 

their  piactieal  ioAueiiceia  &vor  of  dioie  viees,  but  to  <{ttQte 

what  they  call  the  "  word  of  God  "  in  support  of  them,  are 
not  only  incajiable  of  etadicating  those  vieeafrooi  hiwitiien 
nations,  but  are  ignorant  of  the  only  instrument  which  can 
accomplish  this  work ;  they  may  know  uumy  things  about 
Christianity,  but  the  essence,  the  spirit,  the  life  of  Ghristiamty, 
thejf  do  not  know^  and  therefore  cannot  impart.  Yet,  assum- 
iai^^o  .possess  it,  pretending  to  impart  it,  and  baptizing  thmr 
round  of  ceremonies  and  superstitions  in  its  name,  they 
bnag  r^MOBcb  upon  that  Uy  sane,  and  do  a  BHsohief  of 
mcalculable  extent,  incalculable  evil. 

J^ut  the  men  who  call  thomselvog  wissifrnmriias  are  aat 

the  only  propagators  abroad  of  the  American  religion  ; 
every  shipmaster  who  pe^ures  himself  in  the  way  of 
business  fcHr  the  benefit  of  his  employers,  every  sailor 
who^e  vice  and  degradation  display  themselves  in  fnii^jap 
porte,  every  sdidier  and  <rffieer  m  our  Mclean  aimy  who 
kills  and  burns  in  his  country^s  cause,  and  robs  and  ravishes 
OB.  his  own  aeceant,  is  aft  uneoawiaiis  misaioiiary,  ea^ 
faithfully  recording  beforo  the  eyes  of  men  some  trait  of 
tiie  4^mnG»A  nHmmsHm*  asd  uf  thai  .Aaanoaa  le^kMi 
which  has  so  powerfully  contributed  to  the  formation  of  that 
eharactex,  .  .  .     v  . 

Will  any  one  say  that  the  soldier  or  sailor,  not  having 
"  experienced  jQ^y^{i(n»"  and  not  baioga.  m^inber  of -any 
church,  is  no  representative  of  the  religious  cbaracAp  of  the 
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oountey  to  which  he  belongs  ?  This  is  true  in  a  measure, 
since  both  their  immoralities  and  th^  impetstitiow  diSBr,  in 
BMny  respecte,  horn  dioBe  of  the  church.  Yet  it  is  also 
true  that  the  church  is  accountable,  in  a  v&ty  gfoat,  BiMe 
nuernot  OBfy  iox  the  gewswil  character  of  diese  men,  but 
for  the  very  vices  which  give  them  such  infamous  notoriety. 
The  sailor  indeed  IB  ust-a  chiuefa^nihQr,  but  his  employer, 
who  is,— the  rich  merchant,  who  is  rapidly  increasing  his 
wealth  thjougli  the  kUns^SMjfenngs  and  dangera  of  sailors, 
who  sees  that  while  they  remain  ignorant,  improvident  and 
vicious,  they  will  remain  unaUe  to  impiove  Mr  eondition, 
•■d  must  contmue  to  work  for  the  miserably  inadequate 
compensation  he  gives  them,  and  who  thewloM  makfis  mmm 
of  thssa  -lammons,  on  iiiipboard  or  on  shore,  which  are 

necessary  to  enlighten,  reform  and  refine  them,  aft»-cttn- 

fortaUy  in  hm  pmr,  Smday  after  Sunday,  and  year  after 
year,  without  hearing  any  thing  to  remind  him  of  h» 
abuse  of  the  bodies  •ad  mb  ^iiftrusted  to  him,  or  to  stimu- 
late  him  to  a  beginning  of  Christian  feeling  and  action 
towards  them.   The  cka«y  who  pmtKtk  to  raeichants,  wWi- 
out  notice  of  the  condition  of  sailors,  are  accountable  for 
the  continued  degradation  and  vioe  •of  -those  m^ota,  uliose 
ymm,  thus  mfkred  to  flourish  without  interference  from  the 
religion  of  tiieir  native  land,  as         lepiesSHl  GO^-haM  of 
tkfti  religion  m  tfie  long  prayers  and  elaborate  ceremonies 
of  its  ministers  represent  the  otiier  half.    Thff  rasp  of  aol- 
die«  is  th»«Mie.   it  wovid  hme  been  impossible  for  our 
rulers,  profligate  as  tiiey  are,  to  have  engaged  this  nation  ia 
a  war  so  »ew  and  wfamous  as  ^  trough  wWeli  we 
have  just  passed,  had  not  our  clergy,  ever  since  the  nation 
has  existed,  preached  the  rightfulness  of  war.   Tho  soldier, 
ibea,  who  has  been  helping,  for  a  year  past,  to  "give  the 
Bfexicans  hell,"  must  stand  as  the  fepieswtatiwof  Amen, 
can  M^ffKM  Ml  less  than  the  chaplains  who  prayed  to  the 


^  god  of  battles  "  for  his  success,  and  the  reverend  Doctors 
df  Divinity  who  have  quoted  Scripture,  all  over 
fwve  that  th»  same  god  of  battles  adKMild  receive  worship 
and  sacrifice  from  Christian  men. 

We  read  o{  oertmn  idefaitoni,  who,  wkma  &eir  prayers 
are  not  favorably  answered,  address  reproaches  and  threats 
to  the  clay  images  which  th^  woiship,  and  if  this  eoonK 
proves  ineffectual,  break  them  in  revenge,  and  buy  or  make 
other  gods  of  the  sane  sort  Tliese  people  BMist  be  at  a 
▼ery  low  pdnt  in  mondfty  and  religion ;  but  we,  who  boast 
of  our  enlightenment,  may  learn  a  useful  lesson  from  their 
^y.  If  our  worship  n  to  rariie  us  better,  it  roust  be 
directed  to  a  being  for  whom  we  can  feel  respect,  and  in 
whom  we  can  jfeel  eonfidenoe.  If  die  actual  rder  <^  the 
universe  were  less  than  perfection,  we  ought  to  form  an 

ideal  image  of  the  highest  and  bes^^PttMMte  that,  and  aspiitt 

towards  it. 

But  our  Creator  is,  must  be,  at  least  equal  to  o«r  hi§^M8t 
posedble  idea  of  every  kind  of  excellence ;  and  the  life 
which  he  requires  us  to  lead  is,  must  be,  the  life  bestadapted 
to  pioraote  oar  penaaMait  weMinw  and  happinesB.  Wo 
need  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  discard  frtmi  our  idea  of  God 
all  that  to^our  pieseHlaenae  of  jastieo  seems  unjust,  all  tbat 
to  our  present  sense  of  goodness  seems  unworthy,  however 
oonfideatly  «uoh  t^i^  may  he  altnbated  to  kam  by  books 
or  clergymen.  And  if  each  one  worships  and  aspires  to 
imitate  the  most  exceUeat  being  of  whose  OBStoaee  be  eaa 
coDcmve,  and  makes  that  worship  and  aspiration  proportion- 
ate to  the  increasing  development  (d  his  mind  and  heart,  I 
inentmm  to  affirm  that  he  will  attain  the  true  idea  and  the 
best  development  in  less  time,  and  with  fewer  mistakes,  th»n 
fay  aiqr  other' method. 

This  natural  process,  however,  has  been  interfered  with 
1^  the  dftgirodiww  of  te'olaggr,  wi»  hare  required  aa  to 


recenre,  as  the  true  religion,  their  interpretation  of  a  certain 
book,  and  who  dedave  Owt  the  Mg«eticm,  of  the  book 
or  of  iktmr  construction  of  it,  will  compromise  our  salvation. 
This  long  and  deeply-rooted  iaouka^  of  cnwde^  a 
9mmtot  ineulcaoon  of  truth.  What  is  truth  is  a  question 
which  each  must  decide  for  himself.  It  is  aot  Ibr  me  to 
^emamd  the  aoeeptance  of  my  creed  in  the  place  of  those 
which  I  declare  to  be  unsound;  but  we  all  have  a  light  to 
«iq>eet,  that  ikmm  mb»  pidkm  to  teach  Christianity  will 
present  to  us  for  worship  a  deity  not  only  more  worthy  of 
veneration  than  tiio  of  ^  im,  m  ToAs  or  the 
HmdooB,  but  absolutely  worthy,  and  absolutely  perfect ;  and 
suggestions  as  to  the  pioper  Mmoeo^WM^  of  that  ^ei^, 
weii  as  My  hamonize  with  his  perfection  and  our  relation 
to  him.  If  any  one  asks  my  individual  o^noD  friMrt 
•kJi  pwtchmg  jnMM  -be,  I  am  perfectiy  willing  to  give  it, 
as  follows :  — 

It  aeeda  t»,b»  — de  dmrto  the  arinds  of  men,  that  our 
Father  by  creation  is  no  less  our  Father  in  affection,  fiieod- 
ship,  love,  in  the  meet  md  hml  mnam  ^  Aom  *stms  ;  that 
Jus  good^will  ie  not  confined  to  the  saints,  the  elect,  the 
regenerate,  but  ovexflowa  iost  all,  m  kmfmM  m  ila  distnbv* 
tioB  a»  the  mahme  and  the  rain ;  that  its  universality  is  not 
confined  to  tiie  brief  period  pxeoedisg  the  death  of  the  fcody, 
Imt  opentesisnvestiielddly  thiongh  eternity  as  through  time  j 
that  the  permanent  welfare  of  every  individual  of  (he  eiitm 
human  nee  will  he  aMmedly  secured  by  Him,  who  to  infi- 
nite power  unites  infinite  goodness ;  that  tiie  invariable  law 
that  suS&dng  jme^  ^Lkm  tm  m  not  ^  muk  of  vengeance, 
hot  of  benevolence,  and  of  a  benevolence  which  seeks,  and 
«iU  accomplish, aot the  wel&i» of  &e  mii^  oDly,%M^t 
oi  each  uidividual  sinner;  and  that  Infinite  Love  has  re.- 
sources  enough,  in  aome  stage  of  lime  or  otomit^,  not  only 
to  eoimiioe        human  soul  that  each  wrong  action  is  a 
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wrong  done  to  himself^  an  int^eieiiGe  witk.hiB  oma  happi- 
ness as  leaUy  as  a  ski  against  God,  but  successfully  to 
attract  him  to  such  a  life  as  this  ccnwictioa  would  dictat^t 
and  inauve  &a  km  its  eiMHeqiient  happineas. 

What  an  immense  gam  would  there  be  to  the  interests  of 
moials  aad  j^gkm,  if  the  teaehen  ai  tlM  department, 
instead  of  preaching  a  God  of  vengeance,  whose  "honor" 
requires  to  be  satisfied  by  the  eteiBaLeu&rii^  o£  Aom  vie 
leave  this  world  "impenitent,"  should  publish  the  truly 
«tglad  tidings"  of  an.  univeraal  Fatbac,. in  iiiioia  entimeto 
of  love  leaves  no  place  for  wrath ;  and  should  at  the  same 
time  make  it  clear  to  their  hearers^  that  in  e¥erj  inntaiwi^ 
<iid  kom  in  iostaaee,  doing  right  wodM  more  effectu- 
ally promote  both  their  interest  and  their  happiness 
d^ig  wioBg!  What  an  ineaicidable  adnmee  would  be 
made  towards  general  reformation,  if  men  could  be  made 
to  feel  that,  even  if  it  were  optional  with  then  to  hide  tiwir 
sins  from  this  HeaTerfy  Father,  they  should,  for  tiie  sake  of . 
their  own  intexeat  and  happiae8%  more  fieeiy  imaMiiimiiiiilu 
them  to  him,  than  to  the  fellow-mortal  whom  they  now 
choose  for  most  unreserved  intimacy;  and  thai  Ihs  vM^ 
uitk  for  concealment  from  Him  is  a  fraud  upon  themselves ! 
How  gready  would  sound  morals  and  true  religion  be  pio* 
moted,  if  men  were  made  to  uaderatand  sickness  and 
suffering  are  the  result  of  some  violation  of  the  laws  of 
■toi^  or  {^ysieal  health;  Aat  auch  Hebron  necessarily 
and  invariably  tends  to  produce  disease  and  pain ;  and  thai 
this  sequence  of  events,  iu  fieom  bmng  the  vengeanee  of  « 
jealous  deity,  is  clearly  the  work  of  infinite  benevolence, 
whose  messenger,  Experimee,  ienefp%  wkh^ulded  emphasb, 
the  counsel  which  his  predecessor,  Conscime^htd  ineffectu- 
ally given. 

Hie  surest  mode  of  securing  obedience  to  the  fii-st  and 
great  command,  "Thou  shalt  love  the  X«id  thy  God  with 
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an  thy  heart,  and  soul,  and  miad,  and  atrength,"  is  to  pre- 
aent  the  truth  on  this  subject  in  a  manner  really  adapted  to 
make  men  see  and  fed  that  their  Father  is  loveable  and 
lovely;  closely  following,  or  rather  accompanying  this, 
should  be  the  inculcation  of  practical  obedience  to  ^  sec- 
ood  essential  element  of  Christianity,  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself ;  "  next  comes  an  enlarged  explanation 
of  the  true  idea  of  that  Christian  self-love  implied  in  the 
command  just  stated,  namely,  the  constant  looking  to  and 
striving  for  a  better  development  of  all  parts  of  our  own 
nature,  body,  mind,  soul,  affections;  and  the  preacher's 
circle  of  duties  is  closed  by  a  faithful  application  of  the 
principles  comprised  in  the  three  foregoing  divisions,  to  such 
vicious  customs  as  he  knows  to  ejost,  in  pubUe  or  private, 
among  his  hearers.    To  avoid  misconception,  let  me  repeat, 
that  I  do  not  demand  that  preachers  ,  should  agree  with  my 
theological  opmions  above  stated,  but  I  think  that  both  I  and 
all  other  hearers  have  a  right  to  expect,  from  tiiose  who 
assume  to  be  Christian  ministers,  a  representation  of  the 
infinite  Creator  at  once  worthy  of  him,  and  suited  to  attract 
and  improve  those  who  bear  them. 

The  preaching  of  such  truths,  fit  and  worthy  employment 
for  any  time  when  he  who  can  teach  meets  tiiose  who  wish 
to  learn,  would  have  a  special  appropriateness  on  Sunday, 
which  has  been  so  assiduously  misused  in  making  proselytes 
to  the  various  forms  of  American  religion.  Year  by  year 
increases  the  number  of  those  who  dare  teach  a  religion 
freed  from  the  trammels  of  superstition  and  sect ;  and  year 
by  year,  too,  increases  the  number  of  those  who  are  willing 
to  hear  such  truth,  and  who,  in  this  and  other  ways,  are 
beginning  to  use  the  Sunday  for  the  real  welfare  of  them, 
selves  and  their  kind. 
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